I 


t ft,  01 * 

PRINCETON,  N.  J.  <#> 

Division 

Section  .... *~J.. 

Shelf. Number 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/jewishexpositorf02lond_0 


THE 


Hfetotsi)  €jpo0tttir, 

AND 

FRIEND  OF  ISRAEL. 


FEBRUARY , 1817. 


A VINDICATION 

OF  THE 

DOCTRINE  OF  THE  DIVINITY 
OF  JESUS  CHRIST. 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE  JEWS. 

At  the  end  of  a copy  of  a Gospel 
according  to  St. Matthew  in  He- 
brew, published  at  Paris  A.  D. 
1533,  are  a number  of  objec- 
tions to  Christianity,  supposed 
to  have  been  written  by  a Jew 
soon  after  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem.  They  are  intro- 
duced by  the  following  Ad  Lec- 
tor em. 

Quae  sequuntur  Judseorum 
objecta  in  Mattheum  ad  calcem 
Evangelii  HebraicL  adnexa  in- 
venimus.  Ea  hue  adscribenda 
curavimus  non  aliam  ob  causam 
quam  ut  solitam  et  antiquam 
miserae  hujusce  Gentis  pervica- 
ciam  agnosceres,  simulque  cae- 
citatem.  Turn  olim  a Prophetis 
predictum  ita  eorum  animis  in 
edisse  perspiceres,  ut  plane  sint 
deplorati.  Caeterum  his  respon- 
ded hominiChristiano  perfacile 
fuerit. 

Having  received  this  communica- 
tion from  the  Rev.  J.  Coleman, 
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who  has  favored  us  with  a sight 
of  the  original  work,  we  shall 
present  our  readers  with  a trans- 
lation of  the  objections,  and 
with  a reply,  which  is  the  entire 
production  of  a young  convert 
from  Judaism  to  Christianity. 

All  the  attempts  that  ever 
were  made,  from  the  first  appear- 
ance of  J esus  Christ  down  to  this 
day,  to  undermine  his  religion 
by  overthrowing  the  doctrine  of 
bis  divinity,  and  consequently 
that  of  his  atonement  for  sin, 
have  been  so  many  confirma- 
tions of  that  observation  of  the 
Apostle  Paul,  (1  Cor.  i.  23.) 
“ Christ  crucified,  unto  the  Jews 
a stumblingblock,  and  unto  the 
Greeks  foolishness.” 

The  prominent  feature  of 
man  in  his  fallen  condition  is 
pride.  Nothing  torments  him 
more  than  the  idea  of  his  own 
ignorance.  This  was  the  very 
snare  by  which  Satan  got  the 
better  of  our  first  progenitor, 
(Gen.  iii.  5.)  a God  doth 
know,  that,  in  the  day  ye  eat 
thereof,  then  your  eyes  shall  be 
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opened,  and  ye  shall  be  as  gods, 
knowing  good  and  evil.” 

Now  Christianity,  to  speak 
in  plain  and  faithful  language, 
strikes  at  the  very  root  of  this 
corrupt  principle  in  the  human 
mind,  and  where  it  is  cordially 
received  is  known  to  be  the 
best  remedy  against  it.  But  it 
has  a very  opposite  effect  in  the 
minds  of  those  who,  puffed  up 
with  the  idea  of  their  own  parts, 
extensive  knowledge,  and  com- 
prehension of  things,  cannot 
brook  to  be  told  things  that 
surpass  the  ken  of  their  wisdom, 
and  that  <$f  a parcel  of  illi- 
terate fishermen.  Hence  the 
forecited  apostle,  who  lived  in 
a time  when  learning  and  philo- 
sophy were  risen  to  their  great- 
est height  in  the  heathen  world, 
was  led  to  this  observation, 
(1  Cor.  i.  21.)  “ After  that,  in 
the  wisdom  of  God,  the  world 
by  wisdom  knew  not  God,  it 
pleased  God  by  the  foolishness 
of  preaching  to  save  them  that 
believe  ?”  Nor  was  the  founder 
of  Christianity  unaware  that 
those  who  were  wise  and  pru- 
dent in  their  own  conceits 
would  reject  his  doctrine  with 
disdain  (See  Matt.  xi.  25). 

What  then  was  it  that  the 
adversaries  of  Christianity,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  J ewish  and 
pagan,  did,  in  order  to  excuse 
their  unbelief  ? Why,  they  at- 
tempted to  represent  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel,  which 
exceeded  their  reason,  as  non- 
sense ; the  piety  of  the  Gospel, 
which  thwarted  their  precon- 
ceived opinions,  as  blasphemy 
and  enthusiasm,  and  the  moral- 
ity of  the  Gospel,  which  con- 


tradicted their  propensities,  as 
proud  singularity.  But  while, 
like  so  many  successive  waves, 
one  system  of  philosophy  suc- 
ceeded and  exploded  another, 
Christianity,  like  an  immove- 
able rock  stood  the  furious 
attacks  of  its  enemies  through 
eighteen  centuries,  and  will  out- 
live and  shame  those  of  its 
future  enemies.  It  dreads  not 
the  fire  of  persecution,  hides 
not  its  head  from  the  sharpest 
scrutinies  of  reason,  and  scorns 
the  spiteful  sneer  of  ridicule. 
Truth  stands  the  shock  of  all 
these.  Nay  all  attempts  to  sup- 
press it  are,  as  well  by  the 
nature  of  things  as  by  the  over- 
ruling hand'  of  Providence, 
made  subservient  to  its  interest. 
The  blood  of  those  who  suffered 
for  the  truth  of  Christianity 
proved  the  seed  of  the  church  ; 
the  subtleties,  refined  evasions, 
and  artful  reasonings  of  infidels 
helped  to  the  discovery  of 
truths  not  perceived  before,  and 
served  as  a foil  to  set  off  its 
lustre ; and  the  puerile  ridicule 
of  the  profane,  sullies  not  the 
venerable  head  of  truth,  but 
their  own. 

The  doctrine  with  which  the 
religion  of  Christ  stands  or  falls 
is  that  of  his  divinity  : this  his 
enemies  are  well  aware  of,  and 
therefore  chiefly  level  their  darts 
at  it.  Now  the  Christian  in 
his  defence  will  not  gratify  the 
curiosity  of  his  opponent,  by 
any  attempt  to  bring  this  doc- 
trine down  to  his  compre- 
hension, for  he  humbly  and  in- 
genuously confesses  that  it  sur- 
passes his  own,  all  that  he  will 
contend  for  is  this  : 


of  the  Divinity  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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First , that  the  union  of  the 
divine  nature  with  the  human, 
though  above  our  reason,  is  not 
contrary  to  it. 

Secondly , that  this  union  is 
agreeable  with  the  declarations 
of  sacred  Scripture;  and, 
Thirdly , that  it  took  place 
in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ. 

My  task  will  be  to  speak  as 
briefly  as  possible  to  each  of 
these  three  propositions,  and 
then  to  specify  some  objections 
against  Christianity  and  answer 
them. 

part  i. 

Prop.  I.  The  union  of  the 
divine  nature  with  the  human, 
though  above  our  reason,  is  not 
contrary  to  it. 

This  proposition  includes  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Incarnation  of 
Christ.  Now  the  light  of  na- 
ture is  sufficient  to  teach  us  that 
there  is  a Supreme  Being,  and 
that  there  is  but  one  Supreme 
Being  : but  here  it  stops.  The 
nature  or  manner  of  the  exis- 
tence of  this  Being  is,  what, 
without  revelation,  must  be  for 
ever  hid  from  it.  Hence  when 
men  presume  to  make  conjec- 
tures concerning  the  nature  of 
God’s  existence,  they  neces- 
sarily fall  into  strange  and  ab- 
surd notions  ; thus  we  read  of 
the  soul  of  the  world,  and 
many  like  fanciful  inventions  of 
men.  In  this  affair  therefore, 
the  office  of  reason  is  not  to 
invent,  nor  to  compare,  nor  to 
conjecture,  but  to  receive  reve- 
lation, and  submit  to  it.  And 
nothing  can  be  more  contrary 
to  reason  than  to  reject  what  it 
cannot  comprehend  ; for  in  re- 


jecting it,  it  sets  itself  up  as 
a judge  of  things  that  are  as 
high  beyond  its  utmost  stretch, 
as  the  heavens  are  above  the 
earth.  Now  the  doctrine  of  a 
Trinity,  or  of  three  persons  and 
one  God,  the  biblical  truth  of 
which  will  appear  afterwards, 
forces  no  contradiction  upon  the 
mind,  .as  though  we  asserted 
that  three  were  one  and  one 
were  three , or  in  other  words, 
that  three  Gods  were  one  God. 
But  it  is  nothing  more  and  no- 
thing less  than  a description  of 
the  nature  of  the  existence 
and  unity  or  oneness  of  God. 
Three  persons  may  form  one 
council,  and  as  a council  they 
constitute  one  Being.  Light  and 
heat  are  not  the  same  things, 
have  not  the  same  qualities, 
produce  not  the  same  effects,  but 
who  will  therefore  deny  that 
both  proceed  from  the  same 
Sun  ? I adduce  not  this  to  de- 
monstrate the  triune  nature  of 
the  Deity,  this  would  be  pre- 
sumption in  any  man,  but  only 
to  shew  the  unreasonableness 
of  rejecting  the  doctrine,  merely 
because  our  narrow  capacities 
cannot  take  in  the  manner  of  this 
divine  union. 

Now  the  same  thing  is  ob- 
servable with  respect  to  the 
incarnation  of  Christ.  The 
Christian  believes  that  here  the 
divine  nature  was  in  a mystical 
way,  intimately  united  to  the 
human  nature,  through  the 
special  operation  of  the  Spirit 
of  God.  This  is  one  of  those 
topics,  which  are  often  made 
the  object  of  the  ridicule  and 
irony  of  infldels.  But  what 
is  there  unreasonable  in  this? 
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Is  it  not  rather  highly  unreason- 
able to  treat  things  mysterious 
to  us  as  nonsense  ? Or  are 
things  less  mysterious  because 
they  are  common  and  familiar  ? 
Could  men,  by  physical  argu- 
ments, demonstrate  how  the 
foetus  is  formed  in  the  womb, 
could  they  shew  by  what 
necessary  connection,  by  what 
manner  of  process,  the  same 
generative  cause  produces  con- 
tinually the  same  effect:  they 
might  perhaps  support  their 
rejection  of  the  supernatural 
birth  of  Jesus  Christ  with  some 
plausibility  of  argument.  But 
as  the  acutest  naturalist,  and 
the  profoundest  physician  must 
ascribe  the  prime  cause  of  the 
formation  of  the  embryo  in  the 
womb  to  the  creative  power  of 
God,  are  we  to  reject  the  cre- 
dibility of  an  account  which 
assigns  the  conception  of  Christ 
to  a supernatural  operation,  es- 
pecially when  a most  impor- 
tant purpose,  viz.  that  of  pre- 
serving the  birth  from  natural 
(or  derived)  corruption,  was  to 
be  answered  thereby  ? — After 
all,  the  same  question  put  to 
Abraham  by  the  Lord  himself, 
(Gen.  xviii.  14.)  u Is  any 
thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord  ?” 
and  the  same  answer  given  to 
Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  by 
the  angel  Gabriel  (Luke  i.  ST.) 
tc  With  God  nothing  shall  be 
impossible,”  may  both  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  deist.  Omnipo- 
tence, though  governing  the 
world  by  general  laws,  is  not  so 
bound  to  them,  as  not  to  be 
able  to  suspend  them  whenever 
occasion  requires.  To  him 
that  made  it,  it  is  as  easy  to 


bid  the  sun  stay  in  his  mighty 
career,  as  to  bid  it  roll.* 

As  to  the  union  of  the  divine 
nature  with  the  human  in  the 
person  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  no 
more  contrary  to  reason  than 
the  union  of  soul  and  body  in 
men.  None  ever  has,  none 
ever  will  explain  the  manner 
of  this  union,  or  by  what 
kind  of  tenure  the  body  holds 
and  contains  the  soul,  or  the 
particular  seat  of  the  soul  in 
the  body.  All  this  is  a deep 
mystery  to  us  who  are  the  sub- 
jects of  it.  By  saying  that  the 
Deity  dwelt  in  Christ,  we  do 
not  imply  the  contradic- 
tion, that  the  greater  was 
contained  by  the  less  ; for  who 
ever  thought  the  soul  less  than 
the  body,  though  that  resides 
in  it  ? Here  is  another  knot 
insoluble  to  reason. 

Our  minds  are  so  fraught 
with  the  ideas  of  material 
things  and  their  properties, 
that  we  find  it  very  difficult  to 
divest  ourselves  of  these  ideas 
when  contemplating  spiritual 
things  : and  in  proportion  as 
we  carry  ideas  formed  on  the 
material  creation  into  the  spiri- 
tual world,  our  conclusions  and 
inferences  must  necessarily  be 
incorrect,  erroneous,  absurd. 
As  this  is  the  origin  to  which  all 
idolatry  may  be  traced  up,  so 
it  is  perhaps  the  secret  spring 
of  those  various  errors  that 
have  obtained  in  the  Christian 
church  with  respect  to  the  per- 
son of  Christ.  The  want  of  a 


* In  using  this  expression,  I fear  not 
to  be  mistaken  by  those  to  whom  Scrip- 
ture language  is  familiar;  see  Joshua 
x.  12,  13. 
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proper  distinction  between  the 
functions,  properties  and  inno- 
cent infirmities  of  the  human 
nature,  and  the  perfections  and 
operations  of  the  divine,  caused 
some  to  believe  Christ  all 
God,  and  others  all  man.  Nei- 
ther is  true  : for  neither  alone 
would  have  answered  the  pur- 
poses of  his  coming : as  mere 
man,  he  could  not  satisfy  the 
infinite  justice  of  God,  or 
atone  for  infinite  guilt ; as  all 
God,  he  could  not  suffer  and 
die  for  sin.  Therefore  we 
conclude  that  the  union  of  the 
divine  and  human  nature  is  not 
only  a thing  possible  and  pro - 
bable , but  even  requisite,  ab- 
solutely requisite  (according  to 
the  present  state  of  things)  to 
constitute  a competent  Saviour 
of  mankind.  But  as  my  con- 
troversy is  with  those  who  admit 
a divine  revelation,  I do  not  in- 
sist so  much  upon  this  as  upon 

Prop.  II.  That  the  union  of 
the  d ivine  nature  with  the  human 
is  agreeable  with  the  declara- 
tions of  sacred  scripture.  That 
Messiah  was  to  be  man,  no  Jew 
denies  ; that  he  was  at  the  same 
time  God,  they  disown.  How 
far  they  differ  in  this  from  the 
account  the  Holy  Scriptures 
give  of  the  character  of  Mes- 
siah, will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing considerations. 

I.  God  is  frequently  spoken 
of  in  Scripture  in  the  plural 
number. 

1.  God  is  introduced  as 
speakiag  in  the  plural  number, 
Gen.  i.  26.  44  And  God  said, 
Let  us  make  man  in  our  image 
after  our  likeness.”  Gen.  xi.  7. 
44  Go  to,  let  us  go  down”  &c. 


2.  The  word  Elohim,  has 
often  plural  appendages  an- 
nexed to  it: — Josh.  xxiv.  19. 
u For  he  is  an  holy  God,” 
Heb.  D^ttHp.  Ps.  Ivin.  12. 

44  He  is  a God,  that judgeth” 
Heb.  Gen.  xxxv.  7. 

“ There  God  appeared  unto 
him,”  Heb.  1^03.  Deut.  iv.  7. 

44  Who  hath  God  so  nigh  unto 
them,”  Heb.  D^Hp.  2 Sam. 
vii.  23.  44  Whom  God  went  to 
redeem.”  Heb.  13,' 7H. 

3.  The  word  (Elohim) 

itself  is  the  plural  form  of 

(Eloha),  and  prevails 
throughout  the  sacred  text,  so 
that  to  one  instance  where  the 
singular  Eloha  is  used,  we  may 
oppose  more  than  forty  in- 
stances where  the  plural  Elo- 
him prevails. 

Evasion  1.  This  manner  of 
speaking  is  only  adopted  to 
express  the  excellency  of  the 
Divine  Being,  as  earthly  mo* 
narchs  do. — Answer.  God  needs 
not  to  set  forth  his  glory  by 
making  use  of  unreal  excel- 
lencies. His  divine  perfections 
are  far  beyond  such  poor  beg- 
garly exaggerations . 

Evasion  2.  Whenever  the 
plural  occurs,  it  is  immediately 
followed  by  a singular;*  and  the 
plural  is  only  made  use  of  when 
God  resolves  upon  something; 
while  his  action  is  expressed  in 
the  singular,  as  Gen.  i.  26. 
44  Let  us  make,  &c.  So  God 
created.” — Ans.  The  circum- 
stance of  the  plural’s  being 
joined  to  a singular  is  perfectly 
consistent  with,  and  corrobora- 


pawn  o’.’cn  vpsv  Va  * 
Talmud. 
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tive  of  the  Christian  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity  in  Unity , or 
three  persons  and  one  God. 
The  latter  part  of  the  evasion 
is  sufficiently  refuted  by  Ps. 
lviii.  12.  “ Godjudgeth /’  to 
judge  is  as  really  an  action  as 
any  other,  and  yet  we  find  it 
here  expressed  in  the  plural.* 

From  this  manner  of  expres- 
sion, therefore,  we  may  fairly 
argue  a plurality  of  persons  in 
the  Deity.  But  this  being  ad- 
mitted, the  Christian  doctrine 
which  teaches  that  there  are 
three  persons  in  the  Godhead, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit; 
that  in  the  man  Jesus,  one  of 
the  persons  of  the  deity,  viz. 
the  Son,  was  essentially  dwell- 
ing, so  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
one  with  the  Father,  and  was 
perfect  God,  as  well  as  perfect 
man ; I say  this  sacred  doctrine 
is  confirmed,  established,  and 
attested  by  every  page,  yea, 
by  almost  every  line  of  Scrip- 
ture. 

II.  That  the  doctrine  of  the 
union  of  the  divine  nature  with 
the  human  is  scriptural,  may 
be  proved  from  the  divine  names, 
epithets  and  attributes,  given  to 
Messiah  in  the  Old  Testament. 
Out  of  many  I shall  produce  a 
few  only. 

1.  Jer,  xxiii.5,  6.  “Behold 
the  daj's  come,  saith  the  Lord, 
that  1 will  raise  unto  David  a 


* There  are  some  other  shifts  made 
use  of  by  the  Rabbin,  in  order  to  elude 
the  force  of  the  Christian  argument,  as 
that  God  spoke  with  the  angels  in  Gen. 
i.  26.  and  xi.  7.  that  they  might  not  envy 
man;  or  that  he  spoke  with  the  earth, 
because  she  furnished  the  clay  to  man’s 
formation,  &c.  No  candid  Jew  will  re- 
quire an  answer  to  this  sort  of  evasions* 


righteous  Branch,  and  this 
is  his  name  whereby  he  shall 
be  called,  ec  Jehovah  our 
Righteousness .”  The  more 
ancient  Hebrews  made  so  little 
hesitation  to  apply  this  prophe- 
cy to  Messiah,  that  we  find  in 
Targum  Jonathan  the  words 
66  a righteous  branch,”  rendered 
“ a righteous  Messiah.”  Now 
here  the  Tetragramaton,  or  the 
name  mrP  Jehovah,  is  given 
to  Messiah  : but  this  name  of 
God  is  incommunicable  and 
never  given  to  a creature,  Is. 
xlii.  8.  We  therefore  infer  from 
hence  that  Messias,  he  who 
according  to  his  human  nature, 
is  here  called  the  branch  of 
David,  is  at  the  same  time* 
according  to  his  divine  nature, 
“ J ehovah  our  Righteousness.” 
This  passage  brings  the  matter 
to  such  a conclusion,  that  I 
hesitate  not  for  a moment  to  say 
that  it  leaves  but  one  alterna- 
tive, either  to  admit  the  union 
of  the  divine  nature  with  the 
human  in  Messiah,  or  to  reject 
the  divine  authority  of  Scrip- 
ture. 

2.  Ps.  cx.  1.  u The  Lord 
(mPP,)  said  unto  my  Lord 
Sit  thou  at  my  right 
hand.  This  passage  Christ 
himself  quoted  to  vindicate  his 
divinity,  Matt.  xxii.  42.  and 
the  argument  he  deduced  from 
it,  made  the  Pharisees,  those 
hypocritical  interpreters  of  sa- 
cred Scripture,  speechless.*  If 
it  has  not  the  same  effect  upon 


* The  ancient  Jews,  and  the  Talmu. 
dists  too,  unanimously  agree  that  the 
whole  1 10th  Psalm  speaks  of  Messiah,  as 
we  might  shew  if  there  was  room  for 
quotations. 
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the  modern  Jew,  it  is  not  be- 
cause be  has  found  out  an 
answer  which  they  happened 
not  to  think  of,  unless  we  say 
that  to  mock  and  scoff  at  the 
Christian  argument  is  the  same 
as  to  refute  it.  Messiah  being 
here  called  the  Lord  of  David 
is  indeed  no  direct  proof  of  his 
divinity;  for  is  applied 

to  man  as  well  as  to  God  ; but 
the  inference  which  we  draw 
from  this  appellation,  given  to 
Messiah  by  David , goes  the 
same  length  with  a direct  proof. 
For  in  what  way  Messiah,  who 
as  to  his  human  nature  was  the 
soil  of  David,  could  also  be 
styled  the  Lord  of  David, 
seems  inexplicable,  unless  we 
admit  that  he  was  to  be  God  as 
well  as  man. 

3.  Zech.  xiii.  7.  “ Awake, 
O sword,  against  my  shepherd, 
and  against  the  man  that  is  my 
fellow , VVQJL  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts.”  'Wherever  the  word 
T)  foV  occurs  as  a substantive,  it 
signifies  an  equal  by  nature ; 
thus  I may  call  any  of  my 
fellow  creatures  but 

how  can  a creature  be  called 
the  equal,  the  fellow  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts  ? A braham  was 
honoured  with  the  title  of  the 
friend  of  God ; to  Moses  that 
of  a faithful  servant  of  GocU 
and  to  David  that  of  a man 
after  God’s  heart ; but  we  do 
not  find  that  the  Lord  ever  con- 
descends to  call  any  of  them 
WDJ?  my  fellow,  my  compa- 
nion, or  my  equal.  To  whom 
then  can  we  imagine  this  pro- 
phecy to  belong  but  to 
Messiah,  who,  we  have  seen,  is 
called  Jehovah  our  righteous- 


ness ? In  his  divine  character 
he  is  described  here  as  the 
fellow  of  the  Lord  ; in  his  hu- 
man character  he  is  called  4 my 
shepherd,’  a lovely  figure  under 
which  the  prophets  delight  to 
represent  Messiah.  Thus,  Is.  xl. 
11.  “ He  shall  feed  his  flock 

like  a shepherd ; he  shall  ga- 
ther the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and 
carry  them  in  his  bosom,  and 
shall  gently  lead  those  that  are 
with  young.” 

4.  Is.  ix.  6.  “Unto  us  a 
child  is  born,  unto  us  a son  is 
given,  and  the  government 
shall  be  upon  his  shoulder;  and 
his  name  shall  be  called  Won- 
derful, Counsellor,  the  mighty 
God,  the| Father  of  Eternity, 
the  Prince  of  Peace.”  This  is 
the  same  child  whose  name  was 
to  be  “ Immanuel,  God  with 
us,”  according  to  Is.  vii.  14. 
Now  nothing  can  be  more  cer- 
tain than  that  Messiah  is 
the  subject  of  both  these  pro- 
phecies, as  the  Chaldee  para- 
phrast  also  acknowledges.  And 
indeed  if  we  are  to  exclude 
Messiah  from  passages  like 
these,  where,  I ask,  shall  we 
find  any  such  thing  as  a Mes- 
siah promised  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament? I challenge  the  most 
learned  Jew  to  produce  one 
single  prophecy  of  Messiah,  in 
the  Old  Testament,  clearer  and 
plainer  than  that  before  us. 
Hezekiah,  to  whom  some 
would  apply  this  prophecy, 
was  indeed  a king  of  eminent 
piety,  and  might  well  be  the 
subject  of  joy  to  the  people 
who  were  so  lately  ruled  by 
an  idolatrous  and  oppressive 
monarch;  but  how  with  all 
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Lis  piety  he  may  be  pro- 
perly called  the  mighty 
God , (see  the  succeeding  chap- 
ter, y.  21.)  I know  not.  Men 
may  distort  the  sense  of  pro- 
phecy by  false  interpretations, 
but  common  sense  they  cannot 
distort.  Unless  Ilezekiah  was 
immortal,  I know  not  with 
what  propriety  it  can  be  said  of 
him,  that  he  shall  fill  the  throne 
of  David  u from  henceforth 
even  for  ever,”  (ver.  7.)  This 
prophecy  therefore  will  square 
with  no  mere  man,  and  as  it 
obviously  relates  to  the  person 
of  Messiah,  we  learn  from  it, 
1.  that  he  was  to  be  man , for 
“ a virgin  was  to  conceive 
him;”  2.  that  he  is  uiso  God, 
for  his  names  are  u Immanuel, 
the  mighty  God,  the  Father  of 
eternity.” 

I am  not  ignorant  of  the 
many  various  translations  that 
the  Jews  attempt  of  this  pas- 
sage ; but  after  considering  that 
the  most  plausible  of  them  will 
not  stand  an  exact  scrutiny,  I 
thought  it  proper  not  to  trou- 
ble the  reader  with  them. 

5.  Zech.  xii.  10.  “ In  that 
day — I will  pour  upon  the 
house  of  David,  and  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the 
spirit  of  grace  and  supplica- 
tions ; and  they  shall  look  upon 
me  whom  they  have  pierced.”* 
None  will  deny  that  it  is  the  pre- 


*  In  the  Talmud,  (Massechtath  Suc- 
eah,  Part  Hachalil,)  this  passage  is  said 
to  relate  to  Messiah,  the  son  of  Joseph 
or  Ephraim,  which  is  a creature  invent- 
ed by  the  llabbins,  in  order  to  get  safely 
over  those  passages  which  predict  a suf- 
fering Messiah.  But  Rabbi  Moses 
Hadar  han,  (Gen.  xxviii.)  applies  this 
prophecy  to  Messiah  the  son  of  David, 


rogative  of  God  to  pour  out  his 
Spirit  on  the  children  of  men. 
God  therefore  is  the  person 
speaking  in  this  passage.  But 
the  same  person  which  saith, 
u I will  pour  out,  &c.”  saith 
also  u They  shall  look  upon 
me  whom  they  have  pierced.” 
To  me  whom  they  have  pierced 
as  man , they  shall  look  up  as 
to  their  God.  Upon  the  hypo- 
thesis, that  this  prophecy  has  a 
primary  reference  to  a mere 
man,  it  seems  totally  inexplica- 
ble, and  inconsistent  with  the 
doctrine  of  scripture,  that  it 
should  be  said,  “ They  shall  look 
to  n'  T’  The  word  ICD'On  sig- 
nifies more  than  simply  66  look- 
ing,” it  implies  intenseness  of 
desire,  anxious  expectation, 
confidence ; it  means  such  a 
looking  as  that  of  the  Israelites 
in  the  wilderness  unto  the  bra-  N 
zen  serpent,  (Num.  xxi.  9.) 
which  was  a type  of  Messiah 
suspended  on  the  cross.  Thus  Ps. 
xxxiv.  6.  Further,  it  is  obvious 
that  this  their  looking  up  is  a 
consequence  of  the  effusion  of 
God’s  Spirit  upon  them  ; but  is 
there  such  an  extraordinary  and 
glorious  means  requisite  to 
cause  men  to  look  up  to  one  of 
their  fellow-creatures  ? They 
are,  alas,  but  too  apt  to  do  this 
of  themselves.  Or  are  the 
effects  of  that  Holy  Spirit  of 
grace  and  supplications  of  no 
higher  tendency  than  that  of 
making  men  to  look  up  to  man  ? 
Ontheolher  hand,  what  a beau- 
tiful consistency,  what  a con- 
catenation of  causes  and  effects 
does  the  Christian  perceive  in 
this  place!  God  promises  at 
that  day  (spoken  of  verse  S.) 
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when  he  that  is  feeblest  among 
his  people  shall  be  as  David,  lie 
will  pour  out  his  Spirit  upon 
them  ; the  blessed  consequence 
of  which  will  be  their  looking 
up  to  the  Son  of  God  whom 
they  with  wicked  hands  did 
once  nail  to  the  cross,  and 
whom  they  long  continued  to 
despise.  This  Messiah  they 
shall  then  acknowledge  as  their 
Prince  and  Saviour,  and  he  on 
his  part  will  give  them  repent- 
ance for  their  sin  and  unbelief, 
and  remission  of  sins;  for  that 
blood  which  issued  from  his 
pierced  side  shall  prove  to  them 
a fountain  for  all  sin  and  un- 
cleanness, as  is  predicted  also 
ch.  xiii.  1.  Such  a Messiah  then 
as  is  both  God  and  man,  can 
alone  be  a perfect  Saviour  for 
poor  perishing  sinners.* 

6.  Lastly,  I shall  mention 
some  epithets  and  marks  of 
Messiah,  which  are  strongly 
conclusive  of  what  is  laid  down 
in  the  proposition,  that  Messiah 
was  to  be  God  as  well  as  man. 

(1.)  The  same  worship  and 
divine  homage  is  to  be  paid  to 
Messiah  as  to  Jehovah  himself ; 
Jer.  xxx.  9.  u They  shall  serve 
the  Lord  their  God,  and  David 
their  king,  whom  I will  raise 
up  unto  them.”  Thus  we  see 
that  Messiah,  who  was  the  son 
of  David,  after  the  flesh,  was 
likewise  God  pfter  the  Spirit, 
else  why  is  hefobe  worshipped  ? 
Dhniel  vii.  IS,  14.  “ One  like 
the  Son  of  man  came,  and  there 
was  given  him  dominion,  and 
glory,  and  a kingdom,  that  all 

* A similar  argument  of  the  divinity 
of  Messiah  may  be  drawn  fromMalachi 
iii.  1.  but  I promised  to  be  brief, 
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people,  nations  and  languages, 
should  serve  him : his  dominion 
is  an  everlasting  dominion, 
which  shall  not  pass  away,  and 
his  kingdom  that  which  shall 
not  be  destroyed.”*  In  this 
passage  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
same  who  is  to  be  worshipped 
by  all  nations  is  styled  “ the 
Son  of  man,”  the  very  name 
by  which  Christ  so  often  called 
himself,  and  which  our  adver- 
saries would  make  a ground  of 
objection  against  his  divinity. 
Daniel,  inspired  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  sawT  that  Messiah  was  to 
be  both  God  and  man.  After- 
wards when  he  offers  up  his 
prayer  to  God  he  offers  it  up  in 
the  name  of  Messiah,  as  appears 
from  ch.  ix.  17.  (where  the 
same  word,  is  used  as  in 

Psalm  cx.  1.) 

(2.)  Trust  is  to  be  put  in 
Messiah ; Is.  xlii.  4.  “ The  isles 
shall  wait  for  (or  hope  in)  his 
law.”  This  we  do  not  infer 
from  one  single  passage,  but 
from  the  whole  tenour  of  the 
Old  Testament.  Our  first  pa- 
rents were  directed  to  hope  in 
Messiah,  when  the  promise  was 
given  them  that  he  should 
“ bruise  the  serpent’s  head.” 
The  Israelites  were  taught  the 
same  thing  in  the  service  of  sa- 
crifices; for  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  goats  could  not  effect  the 
remission  of  sins,  any  otherwise 
than  by  being  a testimony  of 
their  trust  in  Messiah,  whose 
blood  alone  can  take  away  sin. 
The  same  thing  was  again  im- 
plied in  their  being  directed  to 
look  upon  the  brazen  serpent ; 

* R.  Saadias  Gaon  acknowledges  thi* 
passage  to  relate  to  Messiah 
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(Jolm  iii.  14,  15.)  from  which 
we  may  fairly  argue  that  it  is  the 
divine  person  of  Messiah  which 
calls  upon  all  the  ends  of  the 
world  to  look  unto  him  ; Is.  xlv. 
22.  “ Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye 
saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  ; 
for  I am  God  and  there  is  none 
else.”  Thus  the  holy  Psalmist 
pronounces  those  blessed  that 
put  their  trust  in  the  Son  of  God, 
Psalm  ii.  12.  “ Kiss  the  Son * 
lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish 
from  the  way — Blessed  are  all 
they  that  put  their  trust  in  kim.i 
But  if  Messiah  is  a mere  man 
only,  the  sacred  scriptures  are 
inconsistent  with  themselves;  for 
there  are  few  things  so  strongly 
and  so  frequently  inculcated  in 
them  as  trust  in  God  alone, 
Ps.  xlii.  5.  cxxx.  7.  Is.  viii.  17. 
Jer.xvii.  5—8.  and  many  more. 
Yea,  and  those  very  isles  which 
are  said  to  hope  in  the  law  of 
Messiah,  are  represented  by  the 


* Remarkable  ii  that  simile  in  Med- 
rash  Tillim,  which  comes  so  near  the 
Christian  doctrine  of  reconciliation 
through  the  intervention  of  the  Son  of 
Cod,  that  I cannot  forbear  transcribing 
it  here:  Sy  DyiJtf  "K  *lScS  S^E  “O  Iprj 
nt*  nSBn  p r»  w**tt  naHEH  'ja 
tvd  pn  nSn  ■pop 

rnn*n  nEiS  nation  us  y? 

•hehi  tsS  twn  d*wik  dhk  onS  iek 
ipp  3 aim  ronon  iske  wi  mSqSnv  ’3sS 

“Kiss  the  Son  This  is  like  to  a king  na 
wroth  with  his  subjects ; who  therefore 
persuaded  the  king’s  son  to  reconcile  his 
father  with  them.  After  the  reconciliation 
made,  the  subjects  went  to  give  thauks 
to  the  king  : but  he  said  unto  them  : Do 
you  give  me  thanks,  go  and  thank  my 
son,  for  but  for  him,  I should  have  de- 
stroyed you,  and  this  is  meant  by  “ Kiss 
the  Son. 

t David  Kimchi,  no  moderate  adver- 
sary to  Christianity,  and  R.  Saadias,  that 
famous  Jewish  interpreter,  both  agree  in 
ascribing  this  Psalm  to  Messiah,  though 
tn  a secondary  sense. 


same  prophet  as  waiting  upon 
the  Lord,  Is.  li.  5.  lx.  9.  So 
that  it  follows  that  Messiah  is 
the  Lord. — See  Is.  xxxii.  1,  2. 
compared  with  Is.  xxv.  4. 

(3.)  In  that  remarkable  pro- 
phecy concerning  Messiah,  Is. 
xi.  it  is  said  of  him,  u He  shall 
not  judge  after  the  sight  of  his 
eyes ; we  are  taught  by  scrips 
ture  that  it  belongs  exclusively 
to  man  to  look  on  the  outward 
appearance,  and  that  it  is  the 
prerogative  of  God  alone  to 
look  and  to  try  the  heart, 
1 Sam.  xvi.  7.  Jer.  xvii.  10. 
Samuel,  that  great  prophet, 
(whom  the  Jews  esteem  to  have 
been  equal  to  Moses  and  Aaron 
together,  (Ps.  xeix.  6.)  was 
nevertheless  deceived  by  the 
outward  appearance,  when  he 
thought  Eliab  to  be  the  anointed 
of  the  Lord;  he  judged  after 
the  sight  of  his  eyes,  but  if 
Messiah  was  not  to  judge  thus, 
but  according  to  the  heart,  then 
it  follows  that  he  is  the  same  that 
created  it. 

(4.)  It  is  said  of  Messiah, 
Is.  Iii.  13.  “ Behold,  my  servant 
shall  deal  prudently,*  he  shall 
be  exalted  and  extolled,  and  be 
very  high.”  Th is  passage  may 
have  a primary  reference  to 
Cyrus,  who,  upon  his  accession 
to  the  throne,  released  the  peo- 
ple of  God  from  their  captivity 
in  Babylon ; but  Cyrus  himself 


* The  ancient  Jew  ish  doctors  made  no 

hesitation  to  apply  this  prophecy  to  Mes- 
siah, jointly  w ith  the  succeeding  one  iu 
ch.  1 iii.  Of  these  are  Eereshith  Rabba, 
Jarchi,  and  Alshech  ; and  it  is  remark- 
able that  the  Targum  renders  these  words, 
“ My  servant  shall  deal  prudently.” 
: KH'WE  nay  rhv*  ttn  “ Behold  my  ser- 
vant Messias  shall  prosper,’* 
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was  a type  of  Messiah,  who  was 
to  redeem  mankind  from  their  ge- 
neral captivity  in  sin,  Is.  lxi.  I, 
&c.  but  the  exaltation  of  the 
antitype  was  doubtless  to  be  of 
| a higher  and  more  permanent 
nature  than  that  of  the  t3rpe. 
The  merit  of  atoning  for  infinite 
guilt  must  itself  be  infinite,  and 
a less  than  infinite  exaltation 
cannot  be  a just  reward  to  it. 
But  if,  as  we  are  taught,  there 
shall  be  a day  when  the  Lord 
alone  shall  be  exalted,  Is.ii.  17. 
we  are  brought  to  this  conclu- 
sion, either  that  Messiah  will 
suffer  wrong  in  being  deprived 
of  his  due  exaltation,  which 
implies  blasphemy;  or  that  he 
himself,  who,  with  respect  to 
his  human  nature  is  here  called 
“ the  Servant  ” of  the  Lord,  is 
also,  the  Lord  himself,  who  alone 
shall  be  exalted. 

(5.)  Of  all  the  prophets, 

I Isaiah  expatiates  most  on  the 
person,  works,  and  kingdom  of 
Messiah.  His  astonishing  pro- 
phetical description  of  the  suf- 
ferings Messiah  should  endure 
to  atone  for  the  sins  of  man- 
kind, (ch.  liii.)  amply  confirms 
the  Christian  doctrine  of  atone- 
ment by  the  blood  of  Christ. 
But  this  prophecy  implies  not 
more  strongly  the  huma- 
nity than  the  divinity  of  Mes- 
siah. In  it  we  are  taught  that 
he  bore  the  sins  of  others,  that 
by  his  sufferings  he  reconciled 
man  to  God;  ver.  5.  “ The 
chastisement  of  our  peace  was 
upon  him,  and  with  his  stripes 
we  are  healed.”  But  the  scrip- 
tures tell  us  that  the  redemption 
of  a soul  is  a work  far  surpass- 
ing the  power  of  man,  Psalm 


xlix.  7.  u None  can  by  any 
means  redeem  his  brother,*  or 
give  (o  God  a ransom  for  him  ; 
Put  the  redemption  of  their 
souls  is  still  more  precious,  so 
that  he  must  let  that  alone  for 
ever .”  Therefore  he,  whom 
Isaiah  here  represents  as  je- 
deeming  the  souls  of  men,  must 
be  more  than  man ! The  per- 
son of  Messiah  is  obviously  re- 
presented here  as  exempt  and 
free  from  all  sin;  for  lie  who 
has  sinned  himself  could  not 
be  a proper  atonement  for  the 
sins  of  others ; and  a distinc- 
tion brtween  him  and  us  is  clear- 
ly laid  down,  ver.  6.  “ All  we, 
like  sheep,  have  gone  astray; 
We  have  turned  every  one  to 
his  own  way : aud  the  Lord 
has  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of 
us  all”  An  expression  similar 
to  that  extorted  confession  of 
Pharaoh,  Exod.  ix.  27.  “ The 
Lord  is  righteous ; but  I and 
my  people  are  wicked.  But 
if  Messiah  was  not  a sinner, 
then  he  was  more  than  a man, 
more  than  the  most  righteous 
man,  for  (Ecc.  vii.  10.)  “There 
is  not  a just  man  upon  earth 
that  doeth  good  and  sinneth 
not,”  and  (Is.  lxiv.  6.)  “All 
our  righteousnesses  are  as 
filthy  rags.”  In  this  sense  (ex- 
emption from  all  sin)  there  is 
none  good  but  one,  God;  if 
then  Messiah  was  good  in  this 
sense,  he  was  God. — Ver.  11. 
“ By  his  knowledge  (or  rather, 
by  the  knowledge  of  him)  shall 
my  righteous  servant  justify 
many.”  It  is  by  the  knowledge 
of  a Redeemer  slain  for  sin  that 
men  are  made  just , Prov.  xi.  9. 


* i.  e.  from  death. 
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and  thus  delivered  from  the 
wrath  of  God.  “ Through 
knowledge  shall  the  just  be  de- 
livered.” The  cause  of  the 
perdition  of  men  is  assigned, 
(Hosea  iv.  6.)  to  their  lack  of 
knowledge;  and  here  the  cause 
of  their  justification  (or,  which 
is  the  same,  of  their  salvation) 
is  assigned  to  their  knowledge 
of  a Messiah  suffering,  and 
dying  for  their  sins.  Now  it  is 
one  of  the  prerogatives  of  God 
“ to  teach  men  knowledge:” 
Ps.  xciv.  10.  All  human  teach- 
ing, unassisted  by  his,  will  not 
be  effectual  to  justify  a person, 
which  is  the  same  as  to  save 
him;  and  as  none  can  forgive 
sin  but  God,  so  none  can  justify 
a person  so  as  to  save  him  but 
God  only.  Therefore,  if  Mes- 
siah is  here  called  4 4 the  right- 
eous servant”  of  God,  as  to 
his  human  nature;  it  can  only 
be  with  respect  to  his  divine 
character  that  he  is  also  said  to 
justify  many  by  his  knowledge. 

(6.)  Micah  v.  2.  44  But  thou, 
Bethlehem  Ephratah,  though 
thou  be  little  among  the  thou- 
sands of  Judah,  yet  out  of  thee 
shall  he  come  forth  unto  me  that 
is  to  be  ruler  in  Israel ; whose 
goings  forth  have  been  from  old, 
from  everlasting.”*  If  Messiah 
was  a mere  man,  his  goings  forth 
commenced  at  the  time  when 
he  was  born  at  Bethlehem,  and 
not  from  everlasting.  Hence 
we  learn  that  Messiah  is  the 
same  person  which  speaks,  Prov. 
viii.  22 — 31.  under  the  name 
of  wisdom.  The  Lord  posses- 
sed  me  in  the  beginning  of  his 
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way,  before  his  works  of  old , 
1 was  set  up  from  everlasting , 
from  the  beginning , or  ever  the 
earth  was.  When  there  were 
no  depths,  I was  brought  forth; 
when  there  were  no  fountains 
abounding  with  water.  Before 
the  mountains  were  settled , be- 
fore the  hills  was  1 brought 
forth  : While  as  yet  he  had 

not  made  the  earth , nor  the 
fields , nor  the  highest  part  of 
the  dust  of  the  world.  When 
he  prepared  the  heavens , 1 was 
there;  when  he  set  a compass 
upon  the  face  of  the  depth; 
When  he  established  the  clouds 
above;  when  he  strengthened 
the  fountains  of  the  deep ; 
When  he  gave  to  the  sea  his 
decree , that  the  waters  should 
not  pass  his  commandment; 
when  he  appointed  the  foun- 
dations of  the  earth.  Then 
I was  by  him , as  one  brought 
up  with  him  : and  I was  daily 
his  delight , always  rejoicing 
before  him ; Rejoicing  in  the 
habitable  part  of  his  earth; 
and  mi / delights  were  with  the 
sons  of  men. 

From  what  has  been  said  it 
appears,  that  as  certain  as  it  is 
that  a Messiah  is  promised  in 
the  Old  Testament,  and  that  he 
was  to  be  the  Saviour  of  man- 
kind, so  certain  it  is  also,  that 
this  Messiah  was  to  unite  in  his 
person  the  divine  and  human 
natures;  and  the  Christian  doc- 
trine, that  Messiah  is  both  God 
and  man,  is  perfectly  agreeable 
to  and  contained  in  the  Scrip- 
tures of  the  Old  Testament, 
which  was  the  thing  we  pro- 
posed to  prove. 

[To  be  continued .] 
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EXTRACT  FROM 

GOLDNEY’S  EPISTLE  TO  THE 
JEWS. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositor. 

Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  extracted 
from  “ Goldney’s  Epistle  to 
the  Jews,  wheresoever  scattered 
abroad  upon  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth,”  published  in 
London,  May  24th,  1759.  If 
you  think  it  deserving  of  a 
place  in  your  valuable  work, 
you  will  oblige  me  by  its  inser- 
tion. W. 

“ Permit  me  therefore,  as 
a sincere  hearty  friend,  a well- 
wisher  and  promoter  of  all  va- 
luable, useful  knowledge  to  the 
human  race,  particularly  to 
those  of  you,  who  acknowledge 
the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob  to  be  your  God,  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  reasons 
or  causes  of  my  suspicion  of  the 
general  ignorance  there  seems 
to  prevail  amongst  you  ; it  not 
being  grounded  on  fancy  or 
imagination,  because  I have 
had  conversations  with  many  of 
your  sect,  relating  to  these 
grand  important  affairs,  and 
have  freely  and  candidly  told 
them  my  real  sentiments  with 
regard  to  the  Jewish  religion 
you  make  such  an  outside  pro- 
fession of ; and  by  hearing  and 
attending  closely  to  what  they 
had  to  say  for  themselves,  I 
clearly  discovered  thereby,  that 
ignorance,  prejudice,  and  obsti- 
nacy were  the  parents  of  their 
errors. 

After  I have  with  the  utmost 
humanity,  and  the  greatest  af- 
fection of  soul,  earnestly  re- 
quested of  them  to  acquaint 
me  with  the  reasons  they  had  to 


believe  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
was  not  the  Messiah,  whom 
Daniel  particularly  prophesied 
of,  relating  to  the  time  of  his 
coming ; and  in  what  future 
time  they  had  reason  to  expect 
the  real  Messiah  would  come, 
I found  most  shocking  igno- 
rance to  be  very  predominant 
over  them,  making  most  abomi- 
nable wretched  excuses  for  their 
stupidity,  declaring  they  had 
other  things  to  trouble  their 
heads  with  than  religion.  If  I 
wanted  to  be  informed  in  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  Jewish  re- 
ligion (as  believed  and  prac- 
tised by  them  at  this  day)  they 
counselled  me  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Aaron  Hart,  who  was  then 
living,  an  eminent  and  very 
aged  high  priest,  whose  life 
and  conversation,  as  they  said, 
were  unblemished. 

According  to  their  advice,  I 
made  the  said  high  priest  a 
visit,  and  was  introduced  to 
him  by  means  of  my  taking  to 
him  a recommendatory  letter 
from  some  of  you,  professing 
Jews.  I immediately  informed 
him  of  the  reason  of  my  wait- 
ing on  him,  which  was,  that  I 
had  frequently  conversed  with 
many  persons,  who  called  them- 
selves Jews,  and  that  I had 
realty  discovered  a great  deal 
of  ignorance  in  them  relating 
to  the  essential  doctrines  of 
their  religion ; in  particular, 
that  they  discovered  a great 
deal  of  ignorance  relating  to 
the  Messiah,  whom  Moses  and 
all  the  prophets  wrote  of,  giv- 
ing me  for  answer,  that  they 
had  other  affairs  of  greater  im- 
portance to  concern  themselves 
with,  than  religion ; they 
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therefore  referred  me  to  you, 
who  had  more  time  and  leisure, 
and  was  a high  priest,  one  that 
was  able  to  answer  all  questions 
relating  to  the  belief  of  the 
Jewish  religion,  which  neither 
of  them  could  rationally  re- 
solve. On  which  he  desired 
me  to  inform  him  what  they 
were  ? I answered  him,  princi- 
pally and  chiefly  they  had  a 
reference  to  the  promised  Mes- 
siah, as  prophesied  and  writ- 
ten of  £t  in  the  law  of  Moses, 
and  in  the  Prophets,  and  in  the 
Psalms.”  (Luke  xxiv.  44.)  I 
told  him  that  I sincerely  be- 
Jieved  Moses,  and  the  Prophets, 
and  that  I earnestly  desired  and 
sought  after  the  favour  and 
friendship  of  the  God  of  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  and  Jacob,  it  being 
the  ambition  of  my  life,  and  de- 
light of  my  soul  to  please  H im ; 
humbly  but  importunately 
requesting  of  Him,  that  He 
would  give  me  a wise  and  un- 
derstanding heart,  which  I infi- 
nitely preferred  before  riches, 
and  honour,  or  any  sensual  gra- 
tification whatsoever ; sincerely 
praying  to  Him,  that  my  mind 
might  always  be  open  to  con- 
viction, that  I might  apprehend 
and  judge  of  things  in  a just 
and  true  light,  that  all  sort  of 
prejudice  might  be  rooted  out, 
and  extracted  from  me,  and 
that  I might  always  attend  and 
give  place  to  reason  and  argu- 
ment, grounded  on  Divine  au- 
thority. Therefore  I requested 
of  him  (he  being  an  elderly 
gentleman,  and  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal High  Priests  of  the  Jews, 
who  professed  to  believe  in  the 
writings  of  Moses  and  the  Pro- 


phets,) that  he  would  declare 
to  me  his  reasons,  founded  on 
their  authority,  that  the  pro- 
mised Messiah  was  not  yet 
come ; and  what  reasonable  ar- 
guments he  could  produce  to 
assure  me,  that  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth was  not  the  Messiah,  who 
was  crucified  in  the  reign  of 
Herod,  under  Pontius  Pilate, 
governor  of  Judea,  upwards 
of  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty 
eight  years  since.*  The  High 
Priest’s  answer  to  me  was, — we 
English  Jews  are  not  fond  of 
gaining  proselytes;  as  for  his 
part,  his  father,  grandfather* 
and  great  grandfather  were 
Jews,  and  that  if  it  had  been 
his  fortune  to  have  been  born  and 
bred  a Mahometan,  or  in  the 
principles  of  any  other  reli- 
gion ; he  should  have  con- 
tinued as  such.  I answered 
him,  that  I was  much  surprised 
to  receive  such  a poor,  low, 
mean  answer  from  a gentleman 
of  his  years  (who  was  upwards 
of  eighty,)  and  high  station 
in  the  Jewish  church  ; and 
that  he  could  not  be  insensible, 
that  the  Messiah  was  the  most 
gracious  and  glorious  promised 
seed,  who  was  promised  imme- 
diately after  the  fall  of  our  first 
parents,  they  having  incurred 
the  curse  of  God,  by  violating 
his  holy  law  ; and  that  this 
gracious  and  glorious  promised 
seed  was  the  grand  hope  and 
expectation  of  the  whole  Jew- 
ish nation  in  all  ages  of  the 
world,  and  who  was  prefigured 
and  prophesied  of  under  va- 
rious typeB  in  the  writings  of 


* This  epistle  was  published  in  1759. 
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Moses  and  the  Prophets,  in 
whom  he  professed  to  believe. 
I likewise  told  him  it  must  ap- 
pear to  every  thinking  rational 
mind,  both  from  natural  as 
well  as  revealed  religion,  that 
Almighty  God  endued  man- 
kind with  reason  and  under- 
standing, which  was  the  distin- 
guishing excellency,  dignity, 
and  ornament  of  their  nature 
above  the  brutal  part  of  the 
creation,  in  order  to  capacitate 
them  to  judge  of  truth  from 
falsehood,  right  from  wrong, 
and  good  from  evil,  that  they 
might  thereby  be  enabled  to 
weigh  things  and  circumstances 
in  the  scale  of  truth  and  equity, 
relating  both  to  their  temporal 
and  spiritual  concerns : to 

which  he  made  no  reply,  but 
reached  me  a book  from  his 
shelf,  and  turned  me  to  about 
the  middle  of  it,  desiring  me 
to  peruse  that,  which  I read 
for  about  five  or  six  minutes, 
which  was  a burlesque  on  the 
resurrection  of  Christ  from  the 
dead,  most  ridiculous,  scanda- 
lous, impious,  dogmatical  as- 
sertions, having  not  the  least 
proof  in  vindication  of  it.  I 
was  soon  tired  of  its  nonsensical, 
blasphemous,  most  ridiculous 
trumpery.  I endeavoured  to 
have  seen  the  title  page  of  the 
said  book,  in  order  to  know 
what  book  it  was,  on  which  at- 
tempt he  took  it  out  of  my 
hand.  I told  him  the  reason 
or  cause  of  my  endeavouring 
to  turn  to  the  title  page  of  it 
was,  in  order  that  I might  bor- 
row or  purchase  one  of  them, 
when  I had  left  him,  because 
I was  not  willing  to  make  so 


free  with  him  to  desire  the  loan 
of  it,  being  a perfect  stranger 
to  him.  However  I retained 
so  much  of  what  I read,  that 
soon  after  my  visit  to  this  said 
high  priest,  I found  it  to  be 
Ci  Woolston  on  the  Miracles,” 
one  of  our  most  abominable,  au- 
dacious, modern,  infidel,  pagan 
writers. 

Therefore  without  the  least 
breach  of  humanity,  or  Chris- 
tianity, I think  it  reasonable 
and  just  to  conclude,  that  this 
high  priest,  and  those  other 
Jews,  whom  I have  had  any 
conversation  with,  were  cer- 
tainly ignorantevenin  the  main 
point  of  their  religion,  which 
they  so  obstinately  lay  such  a 
great  stress  on,  and  that  they 
were  rooted  and  grounded  in 
prejudice,  and  wilful  and  ob- 
stinate in  their  incredulity  as 
to  the  Christian  religion,  the 
high  priest  himself,  as  well  as 
the  laity,  having  no  better  argu- 
ments to  have  recourse  to,  than 
those  of  their  education,  and 
the  tradition  of  their  fathers  to 
justify  or  vindicate  their  belief, 
and  embracing  of  the  profession 
of  the  Jewish  religion ; and 
the  authority  of  infidel  authors 
(who  likewise  disbelieve  the 
Jewish,  as  well  as  the  Christian 
religion)  to  invalidate  the  re- 
ality and  truth  of  Christ’s  gos- 
pel. Now  this  gross  stupid 
ignorance  in  you,  professors 
of  the  Jewish  religion,  cannot 
proceed  from  want  of  revela- 
tion from  Almighty  God,  you 
having  the  Law  and  the  Testi- 
mony to  inform  you,  and  Moses 
and  the  Prophets  to  instruct 
you,  whom  you  acknowledge 
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to  believe  were  inspired  by  God 
liimself,  in  order  to  declare 
his  Divine  mind  and  will  to 
the  children  of  men.  There- 
fore your  unbelief  in  Christ  is 
much  more  inexcusable  and 
criminal  than  the  Heathens, 
who  were  never  blessed  wkh 
that  revelation,  as  you  have 
been.”  See  Page  6 — 14. 

LECTURE  TO  CHRISTIANSON 
JEWISH  SUBJECTS. 

ON  THE  CERTAINTY  OF  THE  RES- 
TORATION OF  ISRAEL. 

Numbers  xxiii.  18 — 23.  And 
he  took  up  his  parable , and 
said , Rise  up , Balah , and 
hear ; hearken  unto  me,  thou 
son  of  Zippor : God  is  not 
a man , that  he  should  lie; 
neither  the  son  of  man , that 
he  should  repent:  hath  he 
said , and  shall  he  not  do  it? 
or  hath  he  spoken , and  shall 
he  not  make  it  good  ? behold , 
I ham  received  command- 
ment to  bless;  and  he  hath 
blessed;  and  I cannot  re- 
verse it.  He  hath  trot  be- 
held iniquity  in  Jacob , nei- 
ther hath  he  seen  perverse- 
ness in  Israel:  the  Lord 
his  God  is  with  him , and 
the  shout  of  a king  is  among 
them.  God  brought  them 
out  of  Egypt:  he  hath  as 
it  were  the  strength  of  an 
unicorn.  Surely  there  is 
no  enchantment  against  Ja- 
cob, neither  is  there  any 
divination  against  Israel : 
according  to  this  time  it  shall 
be  said  of  Jacob  and  of 
Israel , What  hath  God 
7jor  ought ! 


The  peculiarities  in  the 
history  and  character  of  the' 
Jews  are  too  obvious  to  escape 
the  notice  even  of  superficial 
observers  ; too  remarkable  not 
to  employ  the  attentive  study 
and  serious  contemplation  of 
the  most  profound  enquirers. 
To  the  eye  of  the  mere  human 
philosopher  they  present  a 
spectacle  altogether  singular 
and  surprising— the  nominal 
professor  of  Christianity  derives 
from  them  incontrovertible  ar- 
guments in  support  of  its  truth 
— whilst  the  really  humble- 
minded  Christian  discovers  in 
them  a bright  display  of  the 
mysterious  counsels  and  gra- 
cious dispensations  of  God. 

T he  preservation  of  th is  extra- 
ordinary people  during  so  many 
ages  amidst  such  unparalleled 
sufferings,  and  their  continuing 
altogether  distinct  from  the 
various  nations  of  the  earth 
amongst  which  they  have  been 
scattered,  have  justly  been 
regarded  as  forming  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  features 
in  their  history.  We  see  in 
it  the  operation  of  a continual 
miracle,  and  the  continued 
fulfilment  of  prophecy.  Be- 
hold, says  the  prophet  Amos, 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord  God  are 
upon  the  sinful  kingdom,  and 
I will  destroy  it  from  off  the 
face  of  the  earth,  saving  that 
I will  not  utterly  destroy  the 
house  of  Jacob,  saith  the  Lord. 
For  lo,  I will  command,  and 
I will  sift  the  house  of  Israel 
among  all  nations,  like  as  corn 
is  sifted  in  a sieve,  yet  shall 
not  the  least  grain  fall  upon 
the  earth. 


Lecture  to  Christians  on  Jewish  Subjects. 


57 


It  is  not  my  object  at  present 
to  shew  how  exactly  this  won- 
derful prediction  has  been  ac- 
complished, and  is  to  this  day 
accomplishing ; but  I may  be 
allowed  to  remark,  that  from 
the  fact  itself \ of  the  Jews 
having  been  thus  preserved  as 
a separate  people  during  such 
a series  of  ages,  and  amidst 
such  cruel  and  almost  unin- 
terrupted persecutions,  we 
might  with  great  reason  infer 
the  probability  at  least,  even 
though  we  could  not  conclude 
the  certainty , of  their  future 
restoration. 

Of  this  we  could  not  but  be 
assured,  that  in  the  counsels  of 
Him  who  seeth  the  end  from 
the  beginning  and  who  doeth 
nothing  in  vain,  their  super- 
natural preservation  was  de- 
signed to  subserve  some  grand 
and  important  purpose  in  the 
scheme  of  his  providential  dis- 
pensations ; perhaps  also  we 
might  without  presumption 
have  ventured  to  conjecture, 
that  the  confirmation  of  the 
truth  of  the  Christian  religion, 
by  the  concurrent  and  com- 
bined evidence  of  prophecy 
and  miracles,  was  not  the  only 
nor  the  principal  end  proposed; 
inasmuch  as  its  truth  may  be 
irrefragably  established  inde- 
pendently of  the  evidence  here- 
by afforded. — Reasoning,  too, 
from  analogy,  we  might  fur- 
ther have  been  led  to  presume 
that  as,  in  the  earlier  periods  of 
their  history,  the  most  remark- 
able calamities  sustained  by 
the  children  of  Israel  were  the 
precursors  of  equally  signal 
deliverances,  (as  in  the  cases 

VOL.  II. 


of  Egyptian  bondage  and  Ba- 
bylonish captivity,)  so  their 
present  afflictions  would  ter- 
minate in  some  great  national 
blessings,  greater  than  any 
hitherto  bestowed  upon  them, 
in  proportion  as  their  sufferings 
have  been  more  grievous  and 
of  longer  duration . N or — sup- 
posing that  we  had  been  left 
to  our  own  imperfect  reason- 
ings on  such  a subject — would 
it  be  too  much  to  affirm  that, 
as  a probable  consequence  of 
their  having  been  so  long  kept 
a distinct  people,  we  might 
have  expected  that  their  scat- 
tered tribes  were  one  day  to  be 
formed  again  into  a nation 
enjoying  its  own  political  and 
religious  rights  and  privileges. 
And  in  such  an  expectation  we 
should  have  been  considerably 
strengthened  by  observing  that 
there  are  several  circumstances 
in  their  present  situation  which 
seem  peculiarly  to  encourage 
the  idea  of  their  being  reserved 
by  providence  for  some  such 
signal  favour.* — As  for  in- 
stance, (1.)  They  have  no  inhe- 
ritance of  land  in  any  country  ; 
their  possessions  are  chiefly 
money  and  jewels ; they  may 
therefore  transfer  themselves 
with  greater  facility  to  their 
own  land.  (2.)  The  contempt 
and  hardness  with  which  they 
are  treated  in  most  of  the 
countries  in  which  they  sojourn, 
will  naturally  have  the  effect 
of  making  them  more  ready  to 
return  to  their  own  land.  ( 3 .) 
They  carry  on  a correspon- 


* See  Faber  on  the  Prophecies  rela 
live  to  Israel  and  Judah,  vol.  i. 
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dence  with  each  other  through- 
out the  whole  world  ; and 
consequently  must  both  know 
when  circumstances  begin  to 
favour  their  return,  and  be  able 
to  concert  measures  with  one 
another  concerning  it.  (4.)  A 
great  part  of  them  speak  and 
write  the  rabbinical  Hebrew, 
as  well  as  the  language  of  the 
country  where  they  reside ; 
they  are  therefore,  as  far  as 
relates  to  themselves,  actually 
possessed  of  an  universal  lan- 
guage and  character,  which  is  a 
circumstance  that  may  facilitate 
their  return  beyond  what  we 
can  well  imagine.  To  all 
which  may  be  added,  (5.)  as 
peculiarly  deserving  our  at- 
tention in  such  a people  as  the 
Jews,  that  they  themselves  con- 
stantly retain  a hope  that  God 
will  once  more  restore  them  to 
their  own  land. — Though  how- 
ever, in  the  absence  of  any 
express  revelation  of  the  divine 
will  on  this  subject,  we  might 
thus  have  fixed  on  the  restora- 
tion and  conversion  of  the 
Jews  as  the  probable  purpose 
for  which  they  have  been  so 
wonderfully  preserved  distinct 
among  the  nations,  it  is  evident 
that  we  could  have  advanced 
no  further  than  conjecture. 
And  we  have  reason  to  bless 
God,  that  in  a subject,  so  deeply 
involving  the  best  interests  of 
the  human  race,  we  have  not 
been  left  to  the  uncertain  de- 
ductions of  our  own  limited 
reason.  We  have  the  sure 
word  of  prophecy , proclaiming 
in  language  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood,  that  a period  is 
determined  in  the  immutable 


counsels  of  Jehovah,  when  his 
ancient  people  shall  be  con- 
verted to  the  faith  of  the  true 
Messiah,  and  reinstated  in  the 
possession  of  their  own  land. 
Nor  have  we  the  testimony  of 
one  or  two  prophets  only,  di- 
recting us  to  the  belief  of  these 
great  events.  With  very  few 
exceptions,  we  may  say  that  all 
the  prophets  bear  witness  to 
them  from  Moses  to  Malachi ; 
and  those  certainly  not  the 
least  fully  and  unequivocally, 
who  have  dwelt  most  at 
large  on  the  spiritual  glories 
and  privileges  of  the  Messiah’s 
kingdom.  Now  it  will  readily 
be  conceded,  that  any  event 
which  unquestionably  forms  the 
subject  of  prophetical  declara- 
tion, is  to  be  regarded  as  equal- 
ly certain,  though  yet  future, 
with  such  as  have  already  taken 
place,  or  of  the  reality  of  which 
we  have  personally  the  evidence 
of  our  senses.  No  difficulties, 
however  insuperable  they  may 
appear  to  us ; no  possible  con- 
tingences,  however  numerous 
or  however  baffling  to  human 
foresight  and  calculation,  can 
merit  a moment’s  consideral  ion, 
where  the  agency  of  Omnipo- 
tence, and  the  prescience  of 
Infinite  Wisdom  are  concerned. 
All  therefore  that  can  be  neces- 
sary to  establish  the  demonstra- 
ble certainty  of  the  restoration 
of  Israel  is,  to  shew  that  it  really 
is  predicted  in  the  sacred  ora- 
cles. If  this  can  be  shewn,  we 
are  bound  to  admit  it  as  an 
article  of  faith,  even  though 
we  should  be  altogether  igno- 
rant of  the  manner  in  which  it 
may  be  brought  to  pass. 
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If  it  be  asked,  what  warrant 
we  have  to  apply  to  a yet  fu- 
ture restoration  of  God’s  anci- 
ent people,  prophecies  of  which 
by  far  the  greater  part  were 
delivered  before  the  Babylonish 
captivity,  and  the  fulfilment  of 
which  is  naturally  to  be  sought 
for  in  their  return  from  that 
captivity  ? it  might  be  suffici- 
ent to  answer,  that  even  allow- 
ing these  prophecies  to  have 
received  an  adequate  accom- 
plishment on  that  occasion,  we 
should  still  have  remaining  the 
writings  of  three  of  the  Old 
Testament  prophets,  who  pro- 
phesied after  the  return  from 
Babylon , one  of  whom,  7*e- 
chariah,  foretells  in  a very  re- 
markable manner,  a conversion 
and  restoration  of  the  Jews, 
which  must  be  future  ; besides 
some  explicit  declarations  re- 
lative the  same  great  events 
which  are  contained  in  the  New 
Testament.  But  the  truth  is, 
that  the  concession  here  assumed 
isone  which  cannot  be  admitted. 
Of  a very  large  proportion  of 
the  Old  Testament  prophecies, 
even  those  delivered  before  the 
Babylonish  captivity,  which 
speak  of  a return  of  the 
captive  tribes  to  their  own  land, 
it  may  safely  be  affirmed,  that 
very  few  are  exclusively  appli- 
cable to  the  literal  return  from 
Babylon,  and  that  many  are  not 
applicable  to  it  at  all. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  obvious 
to  remark,  that  all  the  circum- 
stances specified  in  the  different 
prophecies,  which  were  not 
fulfilled  in  the  former  event , 
must  certainly  be  referred  to 
the  latter ; and  a very  slight 


acquaintance  with  the  history 
of  the  Jews  after  their  return 
from  Babylon,  is  sufficient  to 
enable  us  to  draw  the  line  of 
distinction.  In  the  first  return, 
the  ten  tribes  carried  away 
captive  by  Shalmaneser  had  no 
share,  if  we  except  very  few 
individuals;  on  their  future 
restoration,  the  kingdoms  of 
Israel  and  Judah  shall  form 
one  great  united  nation.  On 
the  former  occasion  they  re- 
turned from  one  country  only ; 
on  the  latter  they  shall  be  ga- 
thered from  all  countries  and 
corners  of  the  earth.  After 
their  return  from  Babylon  they 
retained,  if  not  their  idolatries, 
much  of  their  characteristic  in- 
fidelity and  perverseness ; their 
future  restoration  will  be  ac- 
companied with  a thorough 
spiritual  renovation.  Formerly 
they  were  continually  harassed 
by  their  enemies,  and  in  the 
end  dispossessed  of  their  land 
by  the  Romans  ; hereafter 
they  will  enjoy  an  undisturbed 
and  perpetual  possession.  Fi- 
nally, they  will  then  return 
under  Messiah  their  leader,  and 
be  the  willing  and  faithful  sub- 
jects of  his  kingdom. 

Attending  to  these  and  other 
such  points  of  difference,  we 
can  be  at  no  loss  to  perceive 
that  the  prophets,  even  when 
they  foretell  most  plainly  the 
return  from  Babylon,  usually 
lose  sight  of  that  event,  and  are 
carried  forward  in  vision  to  the 
far  more  glorious  incidents  des- 
tined to  befal  their  people  in 
the  latter  days.  Nor  can  we 
wonder  that  their  prophecies 
should,  in  this  respect,  parties 
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pate  of  the  nature  of  their 
author,  with  whom  a thou- 
sand years  are  as  one  day ; and 
that  they  should  have  a grow- 
ing accomplishment  through 
many  successive  ages,  though 
the  height  or  fulness  of  them 
may  refer  to  a single  age  or 
even  moment.  But  there  is 
likewise  another  circumstance 
to  be  attended  to  in  pursuing 
this  enquiry,  which  has  been 
well  noticed  by  Mr.  Faber  in 
his  Connected  View  of  the  Pro- 
phecies relative  to  the  Restora- 
tion and  Conversion  of  the 
houses  of  Judah  and  Israel . 

u Between  chronological  pro- 
phecies,says  he,  “ and  unchro- 
nological  prophecies,  there  is  a 
striking  difference,  which  ought 
always  to  be  kept  in  mind.  A 
chronological  prophecy,  that  is 
to  say,  a prophecy  consisting 
of  a series  of  predictions  which 
succeed  each  other  in  regular 
chronological  order,  like  those 
of  Daniel  and  St.John,  is  in- 
capable from  its  very  nature  of 
receiving  a twofold  accomplish- 
ment ; because  every  link  of 
such  a prophecy  is  exclusively 
confined  to  a particular  period 
of  history,  by  the  links  which 
both  precede  it  and  follow  it, 
and  therefore  can  only  be  ap- 
plied to  a single  event.  In 
short,  a chain  of  chronological 
predictions  is  simply  an  antici- 
pated history,  and  each  link  is 
just  as  incapable,  and  that  for 
the  very  same  reason,  of  a 
double  completion,  as  each  fact 
recorded  in  history  is  of  a dou- 
ble meaning.  But  an  unchro - 
nological  prophecy,  that  is  to 
say,  a prophecy  which  only 


predicts  certain  future  events 
without  specifying  the  precise 
time  when  these  events  will 
come  to  pass,  and  without 
so  connecting  them  with  any 
preceding  series  as  to  compel 
us  to  assign  them  to  some  one 
particular  era  exclusively,  is 
not  restricted  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  a chronological  pro- 
phecy must  necessarily  be. 
Instead  of  being  incapable  of  a 
double  accomplishment,  we  per- 
petually find  predictions  of  this 
nature  evidently  constructed 
with  the  express  design  of  re- 
ceiving a double  accomplish- 
ment. They  are  first  fulfilled 
in  an  inchoate  manner,  and  after- 
wards will  be  fulfilled  more 
amply  at  a period  to  which 
they  ultimately  and  principally 
refer.  This  is  remarkably  the 
case  with  prophecies  which 
treat  of  the  restoration  of  the 
Jews,  and  the  (second)  advent 
of  the  Messiah,  insomuch  that 
I believe  Bishop  Horsley  not  to 
have  been  guilty  of  the  least 
exaggeration  in  asserting  “ that 
a far  greater  proportion  of  the 
prophecies  even  of  the  Old 
Testament  than  is  generally 
imagined,  relate  to  the  second 
advent  of  our  Lord;  that  few 
comparatively  relate  to  the 
first  advent  by  itself,  without 
reference  to  the  second ; and 
that  of  those  which  have  been 
supposed  to  be  accomplished  in 
the  first , many  had  in  that 
only  inchoate  accomplishment, 
and  have  yet  to  receive  their 
full  completion.”  “ Such  a 
mode  of  foretelling  events, 
(Mjr.  Faber  continues,)  seems  to 
have  arisen  from,  or  perhaps 
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rather  to  be  a part  of,  the 
grand  scriptural  system  of 
types  and  antitypes.  The 
first  advent  is  a type  of  the 
second  advent : hence  they  are 
both  styled  the  great  day  of 
the  Lord , and  hence  th  ey  are 
frequently  predicted  conjointly; 
certain  matters  which  received 
their  full  accomplishment  at  the 
first  advent , being  inserted  (pa- 
renthetically as  it  were)  in  a 
prophecy  which  strictly  and 
principally  relates  to  the  second 
advent . In  a similar  manner 
the  Babylonian  captivity  of  the 
Jews  is  a type  of  their  subse- 
quent dispersion  by  the  Romans, 
hence  many  of  those  predictions 
wh  ich,  from  the  elevation  of  their 
style,  and  from  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  them, 
must  ultimately  and  indeed 
chiefly  be  referred  to  the  yet  fu- 
ture restoration  of  the  J ews,  pro- 
bably received  a sort  of  inchoate 
accomplishment  in  their  return 
from  Babylon.  Some  however 
there  are  which  must  be  exclu- 
sively applied  to  the  return  from 
Babylon ; because  they  are  con- 
nected with  a specific  number 
of  years,  and  therefore  become 
chronological  prophecies,  in- 
capable of  any. further  com- 
pletion. And  others  again  there 
are,  and  these  constitute  by  far 
the  greatest  proportion,  which 
must  be  exclusively  applied  to 
the  yet  future  restoration  of 
Israel ; because  they  are  con- 
nected with  such  circumstances 
as  prevent  the  possibility  of 
any  other  application.” 
Keeping  therefore  in  view 
the  principles  here  laid  down 
by  this  excellent  and  useful 


writer,  we  may  arrange  the 
prophecies  which  relate  to  the 
yet  future  restoration  of  the 
Jews  under  the  two  following 
heads. 

1.  Those  which,  though  they 
have  received  a partial  and  li- 
mited accomplishment  in  times 
already  past,  have  as  yet  to  re- 
ceive their  full  accomplishment. 

2.  Those  which  have  not  in 
any  measure  been  hitherto  ful- 
filled, and  of  which  therefore 
we  have  still  to  look  for  the 
completion . — The  remainder  of 
this  discourse  shall  be  devoted 
to  the  consideration  of  a few  of 
the  most  remarkable  under  each 
of  these  heads. 

In  the  front  of  those  pre- 
dictions, which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  referring  in  part  at 
least  to  events  yet  future, 
I cannot  but  place  the  very 
ancient  prophecy  of  Balaam, 
part  of  which  has  been  read 
for  the  text.  The  occasion  on 
which  it  was  spoken,  need  not 
now  be  enlarged  upon.  He 
had  been  summoned  from  a 
great  distance  by  Balak  king 
of  Moab,  to  curse  the  nation 
of  the  Israelites  who  were  then 
encamped  on  the  borders  of  his 
kingdom.  The  unholy  pro- 
phet obeyed  the  summons,  but 
God  over-ruled  the  machina- 
tions of  his  enemies,  and  made 
use  of  him  as  an  instrument, 
to  make  known  to  the  remotest 
generations  of  men  his  secret 
counsels  with  respect  to  the 
people  which  he  had  chosen. 
“ How  shall  I curse,  says  the 
soothsayer  in  parable,  how 
shall  I curse,  whom  God  hath 
not  cursed  r Or  how,  shall  I 
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defy,  whom  the  Lord  hath 
not  defied  ? For  from  the  tops 
of  the  rocks  I see  him,  and 
from  the  lulls  I behold  him  ; lo 
the  people  shall  dwell  alone, 
and  shall  not  be  reckoned 
among  the  nations  ?”  How  sig- 
nally, my  brethren,  has  this 
prediction,  spoken  upwards  of 
three  thousand  years  ago,  been 
accomplished  from  that  day  to 
this ! Since  the  commencement 
of  the  Christian  era,  its  fulfil- 
ment has  been  much  more  re- 
markable than  in  the  earlier 
periods  of  the  Jewish  history  ; 
and  yet  even  now,  perhaps,  we 
know  little  of  the  extent  to 
which  it  has  been  verified, 
comparedwith  what  will  appear, 
when  not  only  the  dispersed 
Jews  who  are  known  to  be  such 
shall  be  gathered  together,  but 
the  ten  tribes  shall  also  emerge 
from  the  recess  in  which  they 
have  been  hid  during  so  many 
ages.  After  foretelling  the 
singular  preservation  of  the 
Israelites  as  a distinct  people, 
Balaam  next  predicts  their  per- 
manent felicity  and  final  exal- 
tation, as  secured  by  the  power 
and  faithfulness  of  Jehovah. 
God  is  not  a man  that  he  should 
lie  ; neither  the  son  of  man  that 
he  should  repent ; hath  he  said 
and  shall  he  not  do  it  ? or  hath 
he  spoken  and  shall  he  not 
make  it  good  ? That  this  asser- 
tion of  the  immutability  of 
God’s  purposes  with  regard  to 
his  people  is  not  to  be  limited 
in  its  application  to  the  period 
of  subduing  the  Canaanitish 
nations,  norto  that  in  which  they 
flourished  under  their  kings, 
we  are  authorized,  I think,  to 


infer  both  from  the  obvious 
import  of  the  words  themselves, 
and  from  a comparison  of  them 
with  other  passages  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  which 
clearly  relate  to  God’s  ultimate 
dispensations  towards  them. 
Thus  Isaiah,  in  a passage  mani- 
festly prophetic  of  the  future 
renovation  of  the  now  desolate 
Jewish  church,  (Is.  liv.)  “In  a 
little  wrath  I hid  my  face  from 
thee  for  a moment,  but  with 
everlasting  kindness  will  I have 
mercy  on  thee,  saith  the  Lord 
thy  Redeemer.  For  this  is  as 
the  waters  of  Noah  unto  me  ; 
for  as  I have  sworn  that  the 
waters  of  Noah  should  no  more 
go  over  the  earth ; so  have  I 
sw  orn  that  I would  not  be  wroth 
with  thee  nor  rebuke  thee.  For 
the  mountains  shall  depart  and 
the  hills  be  removed  ; but  my 
kindness  shall  not  depart  from 
thee,  neither  shall  the  covenant 
of  my  peace  be  removed,  saith 
the  Lord  that  hath  mercy  on 
thee.”  Thus  also  Jeremiah  ; 
to  whom  (chap  xxxiii.)  the  word 
of  the  Lord  came,  saying, 
“ Considerest  thou  not  what  this 
people  has  spoken,  saying,  The 
two  families  which  the  Lord 
hath  chosen,  he  hath  even  cast 
them  off?  Thus  they  have  de- 
spised my  people,  that  they 
should  be  no  more  a nation 
before  them.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  If  my  covenant  be  not 
with  day  and  night,  and  if  I 
have  not  appointed  the  ordi- 
nances of  heaven  and  earth, 
then  will  I cast  away  the  seed  of 
Jacob  and  David  my  servant, 
so  that  I will  not  take  any  of 
his  seed  to  be  rulers  over  the 
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seed  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob;  for  1 will  cause  their 
captivity  to  return,  and  have 
mercy  on  them.”  And  again, 
chap.  xxxi.  (t  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  which  giveth  the  sun  for 
a light  by  day,  and  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  moon  and  of  the 
stars  for  a light  by  night,  which 
divideth  the  sea  when  the  waves 
thereof  roar,  the  Lord  of  hosts 
is  his  name.  If  these  ordi- 
nances depart  from  before  me, 
saith  the  Lord,  then  the  seed 
of  Israel  also  shall  cease  from 
being  a nation  before  me  for 
ever.”  And,  to  mention  only 
one  passage  more  ; St.  Paul 
seems  clearly  to  have  had  this 
declaration  of  Balaam  in  view, 
when  speaking  of  Israel’s  fu- 
ture conversion,  Rom.  xi.  he 
urges  its  certainty  by  the  consi- 
deration of  God’s  unchange- 
ableness. u For  the  gifts  and 
calling  of  God,  he  says,  are 
without  repentance .” 

It  would  be  easy  to  shew  in 
the  same  manner,  by  a com- 
parison of  other  scriptures,  that 
the  latter  verses  of  the  prophecy 
read  for  the  text,  may  be 
considered  as  predicting  the 
glorious  deliverance  still  to  be 
effected  by  divine  interposition 
in  behalf  of  the  seed  of  Jacob. 
“He  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in 
Jacob,  neither  hath  he  seen 
perverseness  in  Israel ; the 
Lord  his  God  is  with  him,  and 
the  shout  of  a king  is  among 
them.  God  brought  them  out 
of  Egypt,  he  hath  as  it  were 
the  strength  of  an  unicorn. 
Surely  there  is  no  enchantment 
against  J acob,  neither  is  there 
any  divination  against  Israel; 


according  to  this  time  it  shall  be 
said  of.l  acob  and  of  Israel,  What 
hath  God  wrought  ?”  The  time 
however  forbids  my  enlarging 
on  this  part  of  my  text.  I will 
only  observe,  that  whoever  has 
attended  to  the  frequent  refe- 
rence made  by  the  Old  Testa- 
ment prophets  to  the  delive- 
rance from  Egyptian  bondage, 
when  they  are  foretelling  the 
yet  future  restoration  of  the 
Jews,  will  the  more  readily  be 
of  opinion  that  the  allusion 
here  made  by  Balaam  to  the 
Exodus,  plainly  points  the 
prophecy  to  a similar  delive- 
rance, by  the  immediate  power 
of  God,  under  that  leader  of 
whom  Moses  was  the  type. 
This  allusion  is  repeated  in  the 
same  words,  in  the  8th  verse  of 
the  following  chapter,  a chapter 
containing  several  manifest  pre- 
dictions of  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral blessings  yet  in  reserve 
for  Israel,  and  concluding  with 
a distinct,  though  very  brief 
intimation  of  that  tremendous 
overthrow  of  the  antichristian 
powers,  which  will  usher  in  the 
glorious  restoration  of  that 
afflicted  people.  From  the 
consideration  of  this  very  early 
prophecy  of- Balaam,  I pass  on 
to  the  notice  of  one  out  of 
many  which  might  be  adduced 
from  the  prophet  Isaiah,  and 
which  though  it  may  appear 
primarily  to  relate  to  the  re- 
turn of  the  Jews  from  Babylon, 
has  certainly  had  a very  partial 
accomplishment  in  that  event, 
if  indeed  it  is  not  wholly  to  be 
referred  to  their  future  conver- 
sion. The  xliiird  chapter  thus 
opens.  “ But  now,  Ihus  saith 
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the  Lord  that  created  thee,  O deafness  and  blindness.  And 
Jacob,  and  he  that  formed  thee,  with  how  great  a blindness, 
O Israel : fear  not,  for  I have  with  how  great  a deafness  may 
redeemed  thee,  I have  called  one  not  deservedly  reproach  the 
thee  by  thy  name;  thou  art  Jews,  for  not  having  known 
mine.  When  thou  passest  Jesus  Christ,  and  not  having 
through  the  waters  I will  be  heard  him,  though  he  proved  his 
with  thee,  and  through  the  divine  mission  by  an  infinity  of 
rivers  they  shall  not  overflow  miracles  ! their  condition  seems 
thee.  When  thou  walkest  desperate ; the  waters  are  ready 
through  the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  to  overwhelm  them  : the  flames 


be  burned  ; neither  shall  the 
flame  kindle  upon  thee.  For 
I am  the  Lord  thy  God,  the 
holy  one  of  Israel  thy  Saviour; 

I gave  Egypt  for  thy  ransom, 
Ethiopia  and  Seba  for  thee. 
Since  thou  wast  precious  in 
my  sight,  thou  hast  been  ho- 
nourable and  I have  loved  thee, 
therefore  will  I give  men  for 
thee,  and  people  for  thy  life. 
Fear  not ; for  I am  with  thee  : 
therefore  will  I bring  thy  seed 
from  the  east,  and  gather  thee 
from  the  west.  I will  say  to 
the  north,  Give  up ; and  to  the 
south,  Keep  not  back : bring  my 
sons  from  far,  and  my  daugh- 
ters from  the  ends  of  the  earth : 
for  I have  created  him  for  my 
glory,  I have  formed  him ; yea, 
I have  made  him.  Bring 
forth  the  blind  people  that  have 
eyes,  and  the  deaf  that  have 
ears.” — This  prophecy, — as 

is  well  observed  by  an  excel- 
lent French  author — this  pro- 
phecy, truly  admirable  in  all 
its  parts,  is  addressed  to  Jacob, 
the  head  of  the  tribes  of  Israel. 
His  posterity  is  dispersed  into 
all  the  quarters  of  the  world; 
this  is  the  state  of  the  Jews 
since  the  coming  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Their  dispersion  is  the 
punishment  of  their  spiritual 


surround  them  on  all  sides : 
but  the  protection  of  God 
follows  them  throughout,  and 
delivers  them.  This  protection 
is  vouchsafed  to  the  whole  body 
of  the  nation,  in  favour  of  those 
who  shall  one  day  call  upon 
that  name,  which  the  rest  have 
dishonoured  with  their  blasphe- 
mies. God  out  of  mere  mercy 
will  give  a docile  and  faithful 
heart  to  those  who  shall  renounce 
their  former  incredulity.  They 
will  be  the  creatures  of  his 
grace,  to  which  alone  they  will 
stand  indebted  for  their  repen- 
tance and  return.  They  will 
not  then  begin  to  see  a new 
object;  but  an  object  which 
their  blindness  had  concealed 
from  them.  They  will  not  then 
hear  a teacher,  who  began  but 
a few  days  before  to  make  his 
appearance : but  one  whom 
their  voluntary  and  obstinate 
deafness  had  kept  them  from 
hearing  before.  The  change 
will  be  in  their  persons,  not  in 
his  religion,  that  will  remain 
what  it  is : but  they  will  then 
begin  to  see  it.  Jesus  Christ 
will  take  away  the  veil  that  is 
upon  their  eyes ; but  he  will 
be  the  same.  He  will  cure  their 
deafness;  but  he  will  speak 
the  same  things.  It  is  evident, 
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then,  (hat  the  Jews  are  preserved 
for  him ; and  that  the  whole 
body  of  the  nation  subsists  only 
by  the  efficacy  of  that  promise, 
which  is  to  lead  the  remains  of 
Israel  to  Jesus  Christ : Bring 

forth  the  blind  people  that  have 
eyes,  and  the  deaf  that  have 
ears.’’ 

The  prophet  Hosea,  dwells 

! almost  exclusively  on  the  future 
destinies  of  his  countrymen  : — 
and  that  in  terms  which  on  se- 
veral accounts  limit  the  appli- 
cation of  them  exclusively  to 
that  glorious  era  which  awaits, 
perhaps  at  no  great  distance, 
the  Jewish,  and  not  less  the 
Gentile , church.  I cannot  re- 
frain from  quoting  the  two  last 
verses  of  his  first  chapter. 
After  denouncing  the  divine 
judgments  on  the  rebellious 

I houses  of  Judah  and  Israel,  he 
makes  a sudden  transition, 
after  the  manner  of  the  pro- 
phets, to  promises  relative  to 
their  final  condition. — u Yet  the 
number  of  the  children  of  Israel 
shall  be  as  the  sand  of  the  sea, 
which  cannot  be  measured  or 
numbered : and  it  shall  come  to 
pass,  that  in  the  place , (let  me 
request  your  attention,  my  bre- 
thren, to  this  expression,)  in  the 
place , ftlie  self  same  place 
where  it  was  said  unto  them, 
Ye  are  not  my  people,  there  it 
shall  be  said  unto  them,  Ye  are 
the  sons  of  the  living  God. 
Then  shall  the  children  of  Ju- 
dah and  the  children  of  Israel 
be  gathered  together,  and  ap- 
point themselves  one  head,  and 
they  shall  come  up  out  of  the 
land : for  great  shall  be  the 
day  of  Jezreel.”  That  is,  to 
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use  Bp.  Horsley’s  comment  on 
these  words,  ‘ Great  and  happy 
shall  be  the  day,  when  the 
holy  seed  of  both  branches  of 
the  natural  Israel,  shall  be 
publickly  acknowledged  of 
their  God  ; united  under  one 
head,  their  king  Messiah  ; and 
restored  to  the  possession  of  the 
promised  land,  and  to  a situa- 
tion of  high  pre-eminence 
among  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth .’  I shall  not  dwell  on  the 
manifest  impropriety  of  viewing 
this  prophecy  as  already  ac- 
complished, in  the  return  of  Ju- 
dah from  the  Babylonish  capti- 
vity, when  so  far  from  being 
numberless  as  the  sand  of  the  sea, 
the  captives  that  returned  were 
as  nothing  compared  with  the 
whole  Jewish  race,  and  when 
the  kingdoms  of  Israel  and 
J udah  could  not,  in  any  proper 
sense,  be  said  to  be  united 
under  one  head.  I shall  only 
observe  further,  that  the  former 
of  the  two  verses  just  read  to 
you,  is  expressly  cited  by  St. 
Paul,  Bom.  ix.  as  declaring 
the  counsel  of  God  respecting 
the  conversion  of  the  Jews  to 
the  faith  of  the  Gospel. 

W ere  it  necessary,  and  did 
time  suffice,  I might  now  place 
before  you  some  of  the  many 
predictions,  clearly  relating  to 
these  same  important  events, 
spoken  to  us  through  the 
mouth  of  the  prophet  Zecha- 
riah,  who,  as  was  before  hint- 
ed, prophesied  after  the  re- 
turn from  Babylon  ; but  I has- 
ten to  confirm  what  has  already 
been  adduced,  (if  indeed  it 
can  be  said  to  need  confirmation) 
by  the  additional  authority  of 
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the  New  Testament,  in  which 
the  notices  of  Israel’s  future 
restoration  and  conversion, 
though  few,  are  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit to  establish  the  certainty 
of  their  accomplishment,  be- 
yond all  possibility  of  doubt. 
Our  blessed  Lord,  and  his 
chosen  apostle  St.  Paul,  have 
each  spoken  expressly  on  this 
subject.  The  former  in  the 
twenty-first  chapter  of  St. 
Luke  ; where,  after  foretelling 
with  wonderful  minuteness,  the 
various  circumstances  which 
attended  the  destruction  of  Je- 
rusalem, he  adds,  ver.  24.  They 
shall  be  led  away  captive  into 
all  nations.  And  Jerusalem 
shall  be  trodden  down  of  the 
Gentiles,  till  the  times  of  the 
Gentiles  be  fulflled.  In  which- 
ever way  we  understand  this 
latter  clause,  whether  as  de- 
noting the  expiration  of  the 
period  assigned  to  the  duration 
of  Daniel’s  four  Gentile  mo- 
narchies, or  as  expressive  of 
the  arrival  of  the  period  des- 
tined in  the  eternal  counsels 
for  the  complete,  final  con- 
version of  the  Gentile  world  ; 
in  whichever  light  we  view 
the  words  66  till  the  times  of  the 
Gentiles  be  fulfilled,”  nothing 
can  be  more  clear,  than  that 
our  Saviour  in  this  verse 
asserts  the  fact,  that  Jerusalem 
w ill  at  some  determinate  period 
cease  to  be  trodden  down  of  the 
Gentiles,  as  it  has  been  ever 
since  its  destruction  by  the 
Romans  to  this  day  : i.  e.  for 
upwards  of  seventeen  centuries. 
It  follows  also,  indeed  it  is 
necessarily  implied ; that  at 
the  same  period,  the  Jews  will 


be  restored  to  Jerusalem,  from 
their  present  captivity.  “They 
shall  be  led  away  captive  into 
all  nations : and  Jerusalem  shall 
be  trodden  down  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, until  the  times  of  the  Gen- 
tiles be  fulfilled.”  Here  there- 
fore we  have  the  expiration  of 
their  captivity,  and  their  resto- 
ration to  their  own  land,  ex- 
pressly foretold  by  our  blessed 
Saviour.  And  their  conversion 
is  no  less  clearly  predicted  by 
St.  Paul  as  about  to  happen  at 
the  same  period.  Rom.  xi.  25. 
lie  thus  writes  : “ I would  not, 
brethren,  that  ye  should  be  ig- 
norant of  this  mystery,  lest  ye 
should  be  wise  in  your  own 
conceits  ; that  blindness  in  part 
is  happened  to  Israel,  until  the 
fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come 
in,  and  so  all  Israel  shall  be 
saved.”  Here  it  is  expressly 
asserted,  that  a period  will 
arrive,  when  blindness  will  be 
removed  from  Israel ; i.  e.  when 
they  will  be  brought  to  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  truth, 
as  it  is  in  Jesus ; and  this  period, 
the  apostle  tells  us,  will  be  that 
of  the  coming  in  of  the  fulness 
of  the  Gentiles.  The  time  thus 
denoted,  is  usually  considered 
to  be  the  same  with  that  speci- 
fied by  our  Saviour  in  the  pas- 
sage just  referred  to,  “ when 
the  times  of  the  Gentiles  shall 
be  fulfilled and  according  as 
the  latter  is  understood  of  the 
termination  of  the  Gentile  mo- 
narchies predicted  by  Daniel, 
or  of  the  commencement  of  the 
era,  in  which  the  grand  con- 
version of  the  Gentiles  is  to  take 
place,  a corresponding  signifi- 
cation is  assigned  to  the  expres- 
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sion  of  St.  Paul.*  But  which- 
ever interpretation  of  the  two 
clauses  be  adopted,  we  have 
the  conversion  of  the  Jews 
predicted  by  the  apostle,  and 
their  restoration  promised  by 
our  Saviour,  in  terms  which  can 
leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  facts  themselves, 
even  though  it  should  not  be 
admitted  that  they  import  a co- 
incidence in  respect  of  the  time 
of  their  accomplishment. 

Thus  then,  my  brethren,  I 
have  presented  to  you  a few 
out  of  the  numerous  prophecies 
contained  in  the  sacred  volume, 
relative  to  the  future  conversion 
and  restoration  of  the  Jews : 
events  so  plainly  foretold  that 
no  man  can  disbelieve  them, 
who  believes  his  Bible;  events 
fraught  with  such  blessed  con- 
sequences to  the  whole  Gentile 
world,  and  with  such  an  acces- 
sion of  glory  to  the  Redeemer’s 
name,  that  the  very  anticipation 
of  them,  cannot  but  fill  our 
hearts  with  gratitude,  and  our 
mouths  with  praise. 

I cannot  however,  my  bre- 
thren, dismiss  the  subject,  with- 
out affectionately  calling  upon 
you  to  examine,  each  of  you  for 
himself,  your  views  of  the  mo- 
mentous points  to  which  the 
subject  we  have  been  consider- 
ing relates.  We  have  been 
speaking  of  the  conversion  of 
our  Jewish  brethren,  to  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus,  and 
of  salvation  by  him.  What 


* See  on  this  subject,  the  Jewish  Ex- 
positor for  February,  1816,  and  Rev. 
I).  Wilson’s  Sermon,  prefixed  to  the  last 
Report  of  the  London  Society. 


know  you  of  him  yourselves  ? 
has  he  been  revealed  to  you  by 
the  divine  Spirit  ? has  he  been 
formed  in  you  as  the  hope  of 
glory  ? is  he  all  your  salvation 
and  all  your  desire  ? 

Are  there  here  present,  any 
who  are  saying  in  their  hearts, 
4 God,  I thank  thee  that  I am  not 
as  these  Jews;  I w as  born  and 
bred  a Christian ; and  I hope 
to  live  and  die  in  the  good  old 
way  in  which  my  fathers  lived 
and  died  before  me?’  Brethren, 
take  heed  that  ye  be  not  deceiv- 
ed : it  does  not  follow  that  you 
are  Christians,  because  you  are 
not  Jews  : it  does  not  follow 
that  you  are  Christians  indeed , 
because  you  live  in  a Christian 
country,  and  are  called  by  the 
name  of  Christ.  Many  are 
called , but  few  are  chosen.  And 
as  even  now  there  are  Jews  by 
name,  who  are  Christians  at 
heart ; and  ere  long  we  trust, 
there  will  be  many  such ; so  are 
we  compelled  to  fear,  that  there 
are  many,  very  many,  who 
while  they  say  to  Christ,  Lord , 
Lord , in  their  hearts  and  in 
their  lives  deny  him  and  crucify 
him  afresh.  Oh,  remember  that 
he  is  not  a Christian  who  is 
one  outwardly  ; and  whilst  you 
pity  the  Jews  for  their  rejection 
of  the  Messiah,  lay  this  seri- 
ously to  heart,  that  you  too  re- 
ject him,  if  you  do  not  believe 
on  him  with  your  whole  heart, 
and  with  your  whole  soul ; that 
he  will  be  no  Saviour  to  you, 
unless  he  is  your  Saviour,  only , 
and  altogether.  O may  you 
be  stirred  up  to  flee  to  him,  ye 
that  have  never  yet  sought  him  ; 
may  he  meet  you  in  these  his 
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ordinances,  ye  that  are  begin- 
ning to  seek  him;  and  to  you, 
to  whom  his  name  is  dear,  and 
his  salvation  precious,  may  he 
manifest  his  glory,  and  the 
effectual  energy  of  his  grace, 
and  the  sweet  endearments  of 
his  love  more  and  more,  that 
your  souls  may  rejoice  in  him, 
and  that  you  may  meet  him 
with  exceeding  joy,  in  the 
great  day  of  his  appearing. 

And  let  me  beseech  you,  my 
dear  brethren,  to  entreat  the 
Lord  with  earnest  persevering 
prayer,  in  behalf  of  his  once 
favoured  people ; pray  for  them 
that  pray  not  for  themselves; 
pray  that  they  may  be  stirred  up 
to  pray  for  themselves ; pray  that 
to  those  on  whom  the  Spirit  of 
grace  and  supplication  is  be- 
ginning to  descend,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  may  discover 
himself  in  the  brightness  of  his 
perfections,  and  in  the  power 
of  his  saving  grace.  O happy 
day,  when  the  children  of  J u- 
dak  and  Israel  still  be  seen 
going  towards  Zion,  with  weep- 
ing and  supplication ! when 
the  Spirit  shall  be  poured  upon 
them  from  on  high,  and  the 
barren  wilderness  shall  become 
a fruitful  land ! Who  shall  live 
when  God  doeth  this  ? When 
that  shall  be  fulfilled,  which  is 
foretold  by  the  prophet  Isaiah, 
chap.  xi.  xii.  u And  in  that 
day,  there  shall  be  a root  of 
Jesse,  which  shall  stand  for 
an  ensign  of  the  people  ; to  it 
shall  the  Gentiles  seek  : and  his 
rest  shall  be  glorious.  And  it 
shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day, 
that  the  Lord  shall  set  his  hand 
again  the  second  time  to  reco- 


ver the  remnant  of  his  people 
which  shall  be  left,  from  Assy- 
ria, and  from  Egypt,  and  from 
Pathros,  and  from  Cush,  and 
from  Elam,  and  from  Shinar, 
and  from  Hamath,  and  from 
the  islands  of  the  sea.  And  he 
shall  set  up  an  ensign  for  the 
nations,  and  shall  assemble  the 
outcasts  of  Israel,  and  gather 
together  the  dispersed  of  J udah, 
from  the  four  corners  of  the 
earth.  The  envy  also  of 
Ephraim  shall  depart,  and  the 
adversaries  of  Judah  shall  be 
cut  oft';  Ephraim  shall  not  envy 
Judah,  and  Judah  shall  not 
vex  Ephraim. — And  there  shall 
be  an  highway  for  the  remnant 
of  his  people,  which  shall  be 
left,  from  Assyria;  like  as  it  was 
to  Israel,  in  the  day  that  he 
came  up  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt. 

u And  in  that  day  thou  shaft 
say,  O Lord,  1 will  praise  thee; 
though  thou  wast  angry  with 
me,  thine  anger  is  turned  away 
and  thou  comfortedst  me.  Be- 
hold, God  is  my  salvation  I 
will  trust,  and  not  be  afraid ; for 
the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  strength 
and  my  song;  he  also  is  become 
my  salvation.  Therefore  with 
joy  shall  ye  draw  water  out  of 
the  wells  of  salvation.  And  in 
that  day  ye  shall  say,  Praise 
the  Lord,  call  upon  his  name, 
declare  his  doings  among  the 
people,  make  mention  that  his 
name  is  exalted.  Sing  unto  the 
Lord,  lor  he  hath  done  excel- 
lent things  : this  is  known  in  all 
the  earth.  Cry  out  and  shout, 
thou  inhabitant  of  Zion;  for 
great  is  the  Holy  One  of  Israel 
in  the  midst  of  thee.” 
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITORS. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  labours,  and  those  of 
your  Society,  to  convert  the 
children  of  Abraham  to  the 
faith  of  Christ,  are  truly 
commendable : and  perhaps, 
if  one  who  hopes  he  has  em- 
braced that  faith,  attempts  to 
drop  his  mite  into  your  trea- 
sury, you  will  not  despise  his 
weak  endeavours.  If  you  ask, 
who  I am  ? I must  beg  you  to 
be  satisfied  with  imagining  me 
to  be  one  of  the  second  tribe. 
The  Jews  in  general,  it  must 
be  confessed,  do  noi  know  from 
which  of  the  tribes  they  are 
descended : but  if,  from  par- 
ticular circumstances,  i am  led 
to  trace  up  my  genealogy  to 
one  tribe  rather  than  another, 
you  will  allow  me  to  indulge 
my  fancy,  and  in  my  future 
correspondence  with  you  to  de- 
signate myself  accordingly  as 
One  of  the  Second  Tribe. 

In  my  correspondence  with 
you,  I will  endeavour  to  throw 
some  light  on  different  parts  of 
the  Levitical  law.  I conceive 
that  you  Christians  do  not  in 
general  sufficiently  study  our 
law.  Yet  so  much  light  is 
thrown  upon  it  in  your  scrip- 
tures, that  I wonder  you  do 
not  exert  yourselves  more,  in 
developing  the  instructive  mys- 
teries contained  in  it.  T rue  it  is, 
that  till  we  open  the  N ew  Testa- 
ment, our  shadows  are  dark : 
but  when  the  substance  of  them 
is  exhibited  from  your  inspired 
volume,  they  reflect  as  much 
light  upon  the  truths  of  Christi- 
anity, as  they  derive  from  them. 


We  have,  if  I may  so  speak, 
the  detached  drawings  of  a 
greatand  complicated  machine: 
and  you  have  a full  description 
of  the  machine  itself.  Without 
your  description,  our  drawings 
do  not  convey  a clear  and  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  machine  ; nor, 
let  me  say,  do  your  descrip- 
tions give  a complete  view  of 
it,  till  they  are  illustrated  by 
our  drawings.  The  two  mu- 
tually elucidate  each  other. 
Consult  the  drawings  and  the 
descriptions  of  any  machine  in 
an  Encyclopoedia,  and  you 
will  see  at  once  what  I mean. 
In  this  therefore,  1 will  occasi- 
onally endeavour  to  second 
your  efforts  : and  perhaps  some 
of  my  own  brethren,  if  they 
will  deign  to  look  into  your 
publication,  may  also  derive 
some  benefit  from,  yours,  &c. 

One  of  the  Second  Tribe. 


ILLUSTRATION  OF  SCRIPTURE, 

But  thou  Bethlehem  Ephra - 
tah , though  thou  be  little  among 
the  thousands  of  J udah , yet  out 
of  thee  shall  he  come  forth  unto 
me  that  is  to  be  ruler  in  Israel , 
whose  goings  forth  have  been 
from  of  old.  from  everlasting . 
Micah  v.  2. 

And  thou  Bethlehem , in  the 
land  of  Judah , art  not  the  least 
among  the  princes  of  J udah.  &;e. 
Matthew  ii.  6. 

The  difference  between  these 
two  words  seems  greater  than 
it  is,  for,  first,  what  in  the 
prophet  is  called  Bethlehem 
Ephratah,  St.  Matthew  calls 
Bethlehem  in  the  land  of  J udah . 
But  this  is  of  little  moment: 
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Ephratah  and  Bethlehem  were 
but  two  names  of  the  same 
place,  as  appears  from  Gen. 
xxxv.  19.  Ruth  iv.  11.  And 
though  Ephratah  were  an  an- 
cient name  of  Bethlehem  before 
the  captivity,  yet  it  is  to  be 
considered  that  it  might  not 
be  so  well  known  to  Herod, 
who  is  upon  the  enquiry  after 
the  place  of  Christ’s  birth ; 
and  for  his  certain  information 
he  is  told,  that  Bethlehem  of 
Judea  was  it.  And  when,  in- 
stead of  Bethlehem  Ephratah, 
as  it  is  in  Micah,  St.  Mat- 
thew calls  it  Bethlehem  in  the 
land  of  Judah,  he  speaks  of 
the  same  place  more  distinctly 
than  the  prophet  had  done  in 
his  words.  There  was  another 
Bethlehem  in  the  tribe  of  Za- 
bulon  (Josh.  xix.  15).  In  dis- 
tinction from  which,  this  is 
called  Bethlehem  Judah,  Judg. 
xvii.  7.  xix.  1. — And  since  the 
enquiry  was  concerning  the 
place  of  Christ’s  birth,  who 
was  to  be  born  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  Gen.  xlix.  10.  no  won- 
der that  St.  Matthew  should 
express  it  thus.  Secondly,  The 
place  which  in  Micah  is  cal- 
led little)  in  St.  Matthew  is 
called  not  the  least.  And 
though  there  appears  not  so 
great  a difference  between  these 
two  expressions  as  we  render 
them,  yet  as  the  words  be  in 
the  Hebrew  in  the  Prophet, 
and  especially  as  they  are  trans- 
lated by  the  Greek  interpreters, 
compared  with  the  text  of  St. 
Matthew  there  seems  to  be  a 
contradiction.  It  is  fciyos-os  in 
the  LXX,  and 
in  St.  Matthew. 


For  the  removing  this  diffi- 
culty I shall  not  repeat  the 
various  ways  which  learned 
men  have  taken.  I shall  men- 
tion two  which  bid  the  fairest. 

First,  by  rendering  the  words 
in  Micah,  which  we  translate 
though  thou  be  little  among 
the  thousands , &c.  thus ; it  is 
little  that  thou  shouldst  be 
(i.  e.  be  reckoned)  among  the 
thousands,  &c.  q.  d.  This  is 
loo  mean  a thing  for  thee,  Beth- 
lehem, from  whom  shall  spring 
the  ruler  of  Israel.  This  makes 
the  sense  the  same  with  St. 
Matthew,  without  any  violence 
to  the  text. 

Secondly,  I rather  choose  an- 
other way,  and  I shall  deliver 
it  in  the  Author’s  own  words. 
u The. plainest  way  of  recon- 
ciling them  (says  Dr.  Pocock) 
seems  that  which  a learned  J ew, 
who  probably  never  knew  what 
is  written  in  St.  Matthew,  and 
would  certainly  never  have 
strained  to  say  what  should 
make  for  justifying  the  Gospel, 
or  advantage  of  Christians, 
gives  us ; which  is  this,  that 
the  word  signifies  little 

and  great,  or,  of  great  note 
and  esteem,  and  yet  in  this 
latter  sense,  it  is  here  to 
be  understood  in  this  place. 
That  the  word  hath  both  these 
significations,  he  proves  by  in- 
stancing in  other  places,  in 
which,  though  it  frequently 
signifies  little,  it  is  to  be  rendered 
great,  or  chief,  or  prince.  The 
same  is  affirmed  by  others  of 
good  authority  and  among  the 
chief  masters  of  their  lan- 
guage.” To  which  nothing 
shall  need  to  be  added,  but 
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what  the  same  author  subjoins 
presently  afterward.  With  great 
emphasis  (says  he)  seems  that 
word  here  put,  which  signifies 
at  once  both  little  and  great,  or 
of  great  renown,  to  shew  that, 
as  some  other  things,  which  are 
little  in  bulk  or  quantity,  yet 
in  other  regards  are  of  more  es- 
teem and  value,  above  others 
in  sight  greater,  so  it  was  with 
Bethlehem,  though  perhaps 


otherwise  little  in  number,  big- 
ness or  account  among  the 
thousands  of  Judah,  or  as  St. 
Matthew,  among  the  princes  of 
Judah.  Which  in  sense  is  all 
one,  alluding  to  the  custom  of 
the  Israelites  of  dividing  their 
tribes  into  thousands  (as  among 
us  the  shires  are  divided  into 
hundreds)  over  every  one  of 
which  thousands,  was  a prince 
or  chief. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  LONDON  SOCIETY. 

Lindenburg near  Riga, 
Nov.  10,  O.  S.  1816. 


EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM 

LINDENBURG,  NEAR  RIGA. 

Fulneck  near  Leeds , 
Dear  Sir,  Jan.  6, 1817. 

Inclosed  you  find  the  ex- 
tracted translation  of  a letter 
from  Mr.  Nietz,  in  answer  to 
one  I wrote  to  him,  by  your 
request,  relative  to  the  London 
Society.  You  will  have  the 
goodness  to  submit  the  contents 
to  the  Committee,  and  inform 
me  of  their  reply.  1 am  more 
and  more  confirmed  in  the  idea 
that  great  benefit  is  likely  to 
arise,  from  an  agent  of  the 
Society  visiting  the  continental 
Jews,  did  the  funds  but  permit 
it.  I also  add  Mr.  Nietz’s  note 
of  expences,  referred  to  at  the 
close  of  his  letter,  amounting  to 
8 silver  roubles,  75  kopeks. 
I scarcely  know  how  to  remit  it 
to  him. 

With  best  wishes  and  pray- 
ers for  the  increasing  prosperity 
of  the  Society,  I am, 

Rev.  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 

C.  F.  Ramftler 

Rev.  C.  S.  Havctrey. 


In  our  Lord  Jesus,  dear  and 
esteemed  brother, 

Your  favour  of  Jan.  20,  1816, 

I received  Feb.  2,  O.  S.  and  the 
parcel  of  books  and  pamphlets, 
which  you  mention,  arrived 
June  20.  My  delay  in  replying 
to  your  letter,  neither  arises 
from  inactivity,  nor  from  want 
of  interest  in  the  subject.  The 
former  is  not  natural  to  me — on 
the  contrary,  the  excessive  ac- 
tivity of  my  mind  has  from  my 
youth  up,  been  apt  to  interfere 
with  the  divine  government  in 
my  soul.  The  impulse  of  my 
heart  would  lead  me  to  write 
at  least  once  in  every  quarter  of 
the  year  to  you ; but  when 
I consider  that  this  would  be 
waste  of  time  and  money,  while 
there  is  no  divine  intimation,  or 
while  no  symptoms  are  ap- 
parent, that  the  breath  of  the 
Lord  begins  to  shake  the  dry 
bones  of  our  Jewish  brethren, 
I cannot  but  act  upon  this  con- 
viction.— On  the  contents  of 
your  esteemed  letter  I cannot 
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enlarge  for  want  of  room  ; but 
I say  Yea,  and  Amen  thereto! 
O might  it  please  our  Jehovah, 
our  Lord  Jesus,  to  bless  and 
prosper,  with  a thousand  fold 
increase,  your  labour  in  the 
Lord,  dear  and  venerable  fa- 
thers and  brethren,  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  where  his  ancient 
people  live  in  a state  of  disper- 
sion ! This  is  my  wish  and 
prayer  to  our  adorable  Jehovah. 

Now  I would  first  remark  on 
the  application  of  the  books 
and  tracts,  which  have  been 
sent  to  me ; I have  divided  the 
whole  into  two  equal  parts,  with 
the  exception  of  single  copies, 
and  sent  one  half  to  our  dear 
friend  Willert  at  Sarepta,  to 
be  by  him  applied  according 
to  his  discretion.  Should  he 
have  removed  to  the  Scotch 
colony  at  Karas,  which  I sup- 
pose from  one  of  his  letters,  his 
sphere  of  action  among  the 
Jews  would  have  been  con- 
siderably increased.  Of  the 
other  half  I have  distributed 
much  among  my  Christian 
friends  and  clergymen,  in  Cour- 
land,  and  some  I have  still  re- 
tained, in  hopes  of  succeeding 
to  meet,  in  the  provinces  of 
Lithuania  and  Poland,  with 
some  persons  inclined  to  pro- 
mote this  cause.  The  Hebrew 
Gospels  I have  sent  to  a clergy- 
man, who  is  a good  Hebrew 
scholar,  on  the  frontiers  of  Li- 
thuania, whose  parish  is  so  si- 
tuated that  he  has  much  op- 
portunity for  intercourse  with 
Jews.  1 also  showed  one  copy 
of  it  to  a well  educated  Jew 
whom  I have  known  for  some 
years.  As  he  expressed  much 


pleasure,  and  a desire  to  read 
it,  1 lent  it  to  him,  with  a view 
to  learn  what  impression  it  would 
make  upon  his  mind,  and  in 
how  far  it  would  promote  the 
preparation  of  his  heart  for 
believing  in  our  Lord  Jesus, 
as  the  long  expected  Messiah. 
Those  tracts,  of  which  I have 
only  received  single  copies, 

I have  put  into  the  hands  of 
a Christian  friend  who  under- 
stands English,  to  be  read  and 
translated  by  him;  afterwards 
I intend  to  communicate  them 
also  to  others,  who  are  con- 
versant with  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  to  gather  their  sen- 
timents. Of  the  produce  of 
this  seed,  I cannot  as  yet  men- 
tion much  to  you,  respected 
fathers  and  brethren  in  Christ. 
The  increase  depends  altogether 
on  our  Lord,  who  alone  can 
sanctify  the  seed.  To  us  it  is 
an  unmerited  favour,  that  he 
grants  us  a disposition,  to  scat- 
ter the  seed  for  his  church,  and 
should  we  even  have  no  greater 
encouragement  than  the  dear 
Missionaries  in  Greenland  and 
Labrador  in  their  first  attempts, 
whose  patience  and  resignation 
were  exercised  for  many  years 
before  they  saw  any  fruit  of 
their  laborious  and  self-denying 
exertions,  still  we  should  not 
be  weary  in  well  doing.  Thanks 
to  God,  he  gave  them  at  length 
and  still  continues  to  give  them 
a plentiful  harvest.  And  do  we 
not  behold  similar  and  increas- 
ing- fruit  from  Missionary  en- 
terprizes  in  India,  Africa,  and 
America,  among  the  Gentiles? 
We  will  not  therefore  despond, 
but  use  all  means,  which  are 
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entrusted  to  us  for  removing 
the  various  and  great  difficulties 
which  impede  the  progress  of 
a mission  among  the  Jews, 
hoping  with  patience  for  the 
season  of  fruit.  How  encou- 
raging is  the  view  of  the  present 
state  of  the  mission  in  Otaheite, 
as  compared  with  its  commence- 
ment ! What  encouragement  is 
contained  in  the  w ords  of  David, 
u Hope  thou  in  God : for 

I shall  yet  praise  him,  who  is 
the  health  of  my  countenance, 
and  my  God.” 

You  wish,  my  dear  brother, 
that  I may  continue  to  co- 
operate in  behalf  of  our  Jewish 
brethren  ; I should  do  this  with 
my  whole  heart,  did  not  the 
experience  which  I have  made 
for  six  years  in  the  establish- 
ment of  Bible  and  Tract  Soci- 
eties, in  several  provinces  of 
my  native  country,  incline  me 
to  act  with  caution.  Yet  per- 
mit me  to  offer  the  following 
remarks,  which  were  produced 
by  your  wish.  In  the  conti- 
guous provinces  of  Courland, 
Lithuania,  and  Poland,  Jews 
abound,  and  we  certainly  do 
not  go  beyond  the  mark,  when 
we  suppose  that  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  these  countries  the 
seventh  or  eighth  upon  an  ave- 
rage is  a Jew  . The  majority 
of  them  are  extremely  poor, 
and  their  children,  especially  in 
the  country,  are,  with  respect 
to  maintenance  and  education, 
more  neglected  than  slaves, 
who  in  their  lowest  condition 
have,  however,  proprietors  who 
profess  to  attend  to  their  wants. 
They  have  generally  numerous 
families,  but  scanty  means  of 

VOL.  II. 


subsistence;  and  those  Jews, 
who  are  well  bred  and  opulent, 
whose  number  is  comparatively 
small,  and  who  enrich  them- 
selves by  immoral  methods,  de- 
frauding the  revenue,  and  va- 
rious illicit  occupations,  do  Tittle 
or  nothing  towards  the  support 
of  the  former.  The  poor  chil- 
dren of  these  being  equally 
neglected  by  professing  Chris- 
tians, are  consequently  totally 
disregarded.  This  observation, 
connected  with  what  I read  in 
the  public  papers,  that  the 
number  of  Jews  in  Europe 
alone  amounts  to  thirteen  mil- 
lions, led  me  to  the  idea  that  an 
institution  for  the  education  of 
such  poor  destitute  children,  of 
whom  there  are  many  thou- 
sands in  these  provinces,  might 
prove  the  first  means  of  in- 
troducing them  and  their  pa- 
rents to  the  knowledge  of  Chris- 
tianity. Thre6  principal  points 
occurred  to  me  on  the  subject, 
relating  to  the  establishment  of 
such  a seminary,  its  support, 
and  the  method  of  instruction 
to  be  adopted.  On  the  last 
subject  I would  first  make  a re- 
mark. Poor  as  most  Jewish 
families  are  in  this  empire,  and 
regardless  as  they  appear  oi 
genuine  Judaism,  they  would 
still  be  disinclined,  to  suffer 
their  children  to  be  educated 
professedly  for  the  purpose  ot 
making  proselytes  of  them  to 
the  Christian  faith,  though  they 
might  enjoy  this  advantage  gra- 
tuitously. To  obviate  this,  it 
would  seem  most  proper  to  me. 
to  frame  the  religious  instruction 
of  the  children  quite  upon  the 
model  of  the  Mosaic  law\  and 
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to  employ  converted  Jews  for 
this  purpose,  who  should  indeed 
instruct  their  pupils  in  the  Mo- 
saic law,  but  refer  the  typical 
and  ceremonial  institutions  to 
the  essential  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity, so  that  only  those  young 
persons,  who,  from  conviction, 
embrace  the  Christian  faith 
should  be  baptized,  not  on  ac- 
count of  their  education  in  such 
an  institution,  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  pergonal  desire. 
For  the  rest,  only  what  is  gene- 
rally needful,  and  suited  to  their 
station  in  life,  should  be  taught 
in  the  several  classes.  Upon 
this  plan,  probably,  few  would 
in  the  beginning  become  Chris- 
tians ; but  those  who  embrace 
our  faith,  would  do  so  from 
sincere  motives,  and  all  of  them 
would  be  trained  for  useful  sta- 
tions in  life.  What  they  have 
seen  and  heard  of  practical 
Christianity,  would  prove  a 
seed  which  during  life  could 
not  fail  to  spring  up  even  in 
such  as  after  their  dismission 
from  the  Seminary  continue  to 
adhere  to  the  Mosaic  law  and 
pure  Judaism.  Their  parents 
would  not  be  confirmed  in  their 
prejudice  against  Christianity, 
because  their  children  would  be 
left  in  the  undisturbed  exercise 
of  their  own  free  choice;  many 
parents,  I believe,  would  then 
have  less  hesitation  to  read  the 
New  Testament  and  other  Chris- 
tian writings,  and  I doubt  not, 
but  if  such  a plan  were  adopted, 
100,000  Roubles,  at  the  rate 
of  one  silver  Kopeke  each  of  a 
million  of  Jews,  would  be 
raised  for  the  support  of  such 
an  institution.  This  view  of 
the  subject  led  me  to  reflect  on 


a suitable  place  for  establishing 
such  a seminary.  In  Mitau, 
formerly  the  ducal  residence, 
many  and  opulent  Jews  reside. 
I n this  city  there  are  two  build- 
ings,  the  one  at  the  outskirts  of 
the  town,  situate  on  a branch  of 
the  river  Aa,  consisting  of  some 
deserted  premises  of  the  late 
ducal  palace,  which  with  one 
or  two  appendages  have  been 
valued  at  27,000  Roubles,  and 
the  other  consisting  also  of  the 
ruins  of  a former  Ducal  esta- 
blishment on  the  river  Aa, 
which  by  the  architect  of  his 
Imperial  majesty  has  been  esti- 
mated at  2000  Roubles  Banco. 
1 directed  my  attention  to  one 
of  these  places,  as  both  are  not 
occupied,  and  consequently 
going  to  decay,  since  the  trans- 
fer of  Courland  to  the  Russian 
empire.  In  June  last,  a friend 
who  holds  an  office  under  the 
Minister  of  state  for  the  Inte- 
rior at  St.  Petersburg  came 
hither,  whom  I accompanied 
to  Mitau,  and  to  whom  I com- 
municated my  plan,  shewing 
him  the  place  referred  to.  He 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  our 
beloved  monarch,  if  a petition 
for  such  a noble  purpose  were 
presented  to  him,  would  not  ob- 
ject to  grant  the  use  or  even  the 
gift  of  one  of  these  two  places. 
He  advised  me  to  draw  up  a 
petition,  and  to  accompany  it 
with  a plan  of  the  premises, 
which  he  would  deliver  to  the 
minister,  and  see  to  it,  that  it 
came  before  the  emperor. 
While  I was  occupied  with 
this,  an  order  was  sent  from  St. 
Petersburg,  to  fit  up  the  former 
place  for  a house  of  correction. 
This  was  a providential  inti- 
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illation,  to  relinquish  the  plan 
as  it  respects  that  spot.  The 
other  place  is  subject  to  the  in- 
convenience of  being  almost 
every  spring  when  the  ice 
breaks  in  the  river  Aa,  exposed 
to  a flood  of  from  two  to  three 
feet  high,  which  lasts  for  a few 
days,  and  is  not  to  be  avoided, 
because  the  whole  adjacent 
country  is  inundated,  with  the 
exception  of  the  ducal  palace, 
which  stands  on  a considerable 
eminence.  This  local  difficulty 
induced  me  to  defer  further 
proceedings,  until  I had  your 
sentiments  regarding  what  may 
seem  my  chimerical  idea,  if  in- 
deed you  should  consider  it  fit 
for  consideration.  But  that  I 
may  not  meanwhile  be  quite  in- 
active in  the  cause  of  our  Jew- 
ish brethren,  I intend  in  some 
leisure  hours,  to  extract  from 
the  most  suitable  works,  which 
are  known  to  me,  interesting 
essays  and  anecdotes  connected 
with  the  conversion  of  the  Jews ; 
for  instance,  from  the  Basle 
Collections,  from  Hilmer’s  and 
other  periodical  publications, 
in  order  to  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  Jews  a book,  containing 
instructive  and  interesting  matter 
for  reflection,  if  eventually  a 
fund  should  be  raised  for  print- 
ing it  in  the  German  or  also  in 
another  language. 

In  addition  to  this,  I should 
consider  it  useful  for  our  J ew- 
ish  brethren,  in  the  abovemen- 
tioned  three  provinces,  if  iti- 
nerating Preachers  were  ap- 
pointed in  their  behalf.  They 
are  ignorant  even  in  their  own 
religion ; and  in  the  towns  of 
Lithuania  and  Polaud,  many 


Jews  reside  and  are  natu- 
ralized, among  whom  Christian 
preachers  might  expect  suc- 
cess with  the  same  hope  as  Mis- 
sionaries among  the  Hindoos, 
Caffres,  and  Indians. 

Our  noble  and  pious  mo- 
narch endeavours  to  prepare 
the  way  for  the  coming  of 
Christ’s  kingdom  : but  there  are 
many  stumbling  blocks,  which 
the  King  of  kings  alone  can 
remove.  Let  us  on  our  part 
not  be  weary  in  prayer ; and 
should  we  even  live  still  more 
scattered  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  than  we  do,  it  cannot 
fail  but  the  kingdom  of  God 
will  still  come  to  millions  also 
in  Europe,  and  his  will  be  done 
with  delight,  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
The  ways  of  God  continue  to 
be  too  high  for  us,  so  that  we 
can  only  comprehend  them  af- 
terwards. Therefore  we  will, 
with  the  simplicity  of  children, 
not  be  directed  by  our  prospects 
or  inclinations,  but,  as  Abra- 
ham in  offering  his  son,  only 
by  the  will  of  our  Lord. 

If  it  please  the  Lord  of  lords 
to  put  it  into  your  hearts, 
respected  fathers  and  brethren 
in  Christ,  to  make  an  instrument 
of  me,  or  to  send  seed  to  be 
scattered  by  me,  I will  do, 
what  the  only  wise  and  glorious 
God  may  enable  me  to  do. 
But  in  that  case  I would  also 
request  a copy  of  your  Jewish 
Expositor,*  that  I might  obtain 
a proper  view  of  your  proceed- 
ings, and  the  success  attending 
your  labours.  It  would  also  be 


* A copy  of  the  Annual  Report 
would  answer  this  end  better.  Tr; 
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of  use,  if  I were  informed  what 
Mr.  Pinkerton  has  replied  to 
your  address  relative  to  the 
utility  of  a Hebrew  New  Tes- 
tament among  the  Jews  in 
Russia. 

Both  myself  and  the  few 
Christian  friends,  who  share  in 
our  cause,  are  poor ; otherwise 
I should  not  inclose  a bill  of 
expences.  Few  opulent  per- 
sons in  these  provinces  are  dis- 
posed to  aid  religious  institu- 
tions, wherefore  I deem  it  need- 
less to  apply  to  such  at  present. 
In  time  the  Lord  may  raise 
men  of  property,  to  promote 
his  cause.  Meanwhile  I can 
only  endeavour  to  further  your 
excellent  design  by  my  slender 
abilities.  May  the  peace  of 
God  be  with  you,  and  prosper- 
ity attend  you  ! Pray  for 

Your  fellow  pilgrim,  and 
brother  in  Christ, 

Ernst  Gistavus  Nietz. 

EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM 
DR.  NAUDI,  OF  MALTA. 

Dear  Sir, 

I take  the  liberty  to  write  to 
you,  for  the  first  time,  as  a 
Secretary  of  that  benevolent 
Society  for  the  promotion  of 
Christianity  amongst  the  Jews. 
Having  had  of  late  your  last 
Seventh  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I was  able  to  know  your 
present  direction  and  proceed- 
ings ; so  I hope  to  be  able  to 
correspond  regularly  with  the 
Society,  and  give  her  the  ac- 
counts I may  occasionally  learn 
regarding  the  Jews  living  here 
and  in  our  neighbouring  parts. 
There  are  many  at  Algiers,  one 


of  the  chief  towns  on  the  coast 
of  Barbary  famous  for  piracy, 
where  revolutions  and  rebellions 
succeed  often,  and  where  of 
late  the  English  army  and  Lord 
Exmouth’s  navy  were  for  subdu- 
ing the  Dey  and  destroying  his 
kingdom.  Among  the  reports 
we  had  about  the  actions  which 
took  place  at  the  English  in- 
vasion, I had  some  about  the 
present  state  of  the  Jews  in  that 
place.  The  Jews,  as  you  may 
likely  know,  live  in  great  num- 
bers on  the  northern  coasts  of 
Africa:  as  at  Tripoli,  Tunis, 
Algiers;  and  they  are  every 
where  rich  and  opulent,  on 
account  of  their  doing  all  the 
business  and  commerce  among 
the  Turks,  who  in  general  are 
more  ignorant  than  themselves, 
and  uncivilized.  1 do  not 
mean  to  give  you  the  account 
of  their  situation  in  all  those 
parts,  but  shortly  some  hints  of 
their  present  state  at  Algiers. 
No  where  in  Barbary  was  the 
Hebrew  nation  more  free  and 
better  considered,  than  they 
were  at  Algiers  about  the  year 
1804.  At  that  epoch,  very  re- 
markable for  the  Algerine  Jews, 
a tumultuous  rebellion  rose  up 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town,  and  the  Jews  were  un- 
justly charged  with  the  crime. 
The  traitorous  promoters  were 
persons  in  the  government,  and 
nearly  intimate  with  the  Dey 
too  ; but  as  some  of  these  gen- 
tlemen borrowed  money  from  a 
merchant  Jew.  the  Jews  were 
considered  as  the  perpetrators, 
notwithstanding  they  were  not 
concerned  at  all  in  the  affair. 
The  sultan’s  reasons  were ; that 
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had  it  not  been  for  the  Jewish 
money,  the  riot  in  all  probabi- 
lity would  not  have  taken  place ; 
ergo,  the  Jews  should  be  consi- 
dered as  the  true  revolutionists : 
causa  causce  est  causa  causati , 
which,  I am  sure,  in  the  case 
of  the  Jews  in  1804,  was  a very 
unjust  induction.  They  were 
therefore  taken  away,  tortured, 
and  racked  in  a variety  of 
barbarous  ways,  and  made  to 
suffer  every  kind  of  torment, 
particularly  that  most  terrible 
one  of  being  suspended  alive 
by  a long  rope  on  the  outside 
of  the  tower  walls,  having 
hooked  nails  thrust  into  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  body,  often 
under  the  chin  bone,  so  as  to 
suspend  the  body  perpendicu- 
larly. Several  hundreds  lost 
their  lives  in  this  desperate  way; 
others  were  punished  by. burn- 
ing, some  by  stripes;  and  the 
greater  part,  by  confiscation  of 
their  goods  and  properties, 
were  reduced  to  a state  of  po- 
verty. Those  who  had  some- 
thing to  lose  suffered  by  this 
latter  means ; and  bastinados, 
gibbets,  and  impalings,  as  is 
generally  the  case  in  all  despo- 
tic countries,  were  administered 
to  those  who  had  nothing  to 
lose.  This  contingency  was 
the  cause  of  great  migrations  of 
the  Jewish  people  from  Algiers 
to  other  parts  of  Barbary,  par- 
ticularly to  Tunis.  Numbers 
of  the  more  religious  among 
them,  imputing  the  general 
persecution  to  an  advice,  or 
warning  from  heaven,  to  leave 
distant  countries,  and  concen- 
trate in  the  Levantine  parts, 
resorted  to  Palestine  and  to  the 


neighbourhood  of  Jerusalem , 
as  if  the  lime  of  their  restora- 
tion was  at  hand.  The  state  of 
the  Jews  at  this  present  time  in 
Algiers  is  as  follows  : there  are 
about  nine  thousand  ; and  se- 
veral synagogues,  but  the 
principals  are  eight,  viz.  l.the 
synagogue  called  Sucbira,  2. 
the  Hara,  3.  Tavet  lahoun, 
4.  Lacbira,  5.  Talmud  tora  Is- 
cibecchivi,  6.  Dor  sucktofa, 
7.  Tunabdar  Aznizar,  8.  Dor 
Hasnarb.  There  are  several 
other  synagogues  privately 
kept  by  individuals.  At  Al- 
giers the  Jews  are  directed  by 
one  of  their  nation,  who  is 
with  them  as  a despotic  king : 
he  is  an  inappellable  judge  in 
controversies,  is  elected  imme- 
diately from  the  Dey,  and  his 
power  extends  over  all  the 
Jews  within  the  Algerine  terri- 
tory. In  inflicting  punish- 
ments he  is  limitted  to  the 
bastinado ; the  pain  of  life 
depends  upon  the  Dey,  who 
certainly  disposes  of  it  not 
very  sparingly.  The  customs 
of  the  Algerine  Jews  are  the 
most  polite  of  any  of  those 
who  live  in  Barbary,  they  are 
undoubtedly  the  richest.  Before 
the  year  1804,  they  enjoyed  a 
number  of  privileges,  so  as 
scarcely  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  natives  and  other  fo- 
reigners, of  which  they  are  now 
deprived.  The  ceremonies  and 
rites  of  the  Jews  of  Algiers,  are 
nearly  similar  to  those  of  the 
Jews  of  other  parts.  The  main 
difference  to  be  remarked  is,  that 
these  may  have  three  wives  at  a 
time,  whom  they  may  repudiate 
in  an  instant,  without  adducing 
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any  other  reason  than  their  own 
will.  Repudiations  happen 
not  very  rarely  among  them. 
They  do  this  and  give  it  too  a 
religious  aspect ; such  as,  they 
repudiate  their  wives  that  they 
may  be  better  able  to  look  after 
their  duties,  by  living  a simple 
and  more  religious  and  quiet 
life ; but  this  inquietude  is  often 
thought  to  exist  where  it  is 
not  in  reality,  and  of  course 
wives  are  left  without  any 
reason  whatever.  In  the  mi- 
gration of  1804,  great  numbers 
so  left  their  families,  who,  on 
their  following  them,  were  re- 
ceived at  Palestine  with  kind- 
ness. There  are  several  Rab- 
bins, who  are  maintained  from 
the  common  funds.  The  ques- 
tions and  differences  between 
one  Jew  and  another,  where  the 
natives,  or  people  of  other  de- 
nominations are  not  concerned, 
are  decided  by  the  Rabbins, 
who  certainly  in  their  decisions 
are  not  the  most  delicate  in 
investigating  truth.  At  Algiers 
the  J ews  pay  weekly  a tribute 
of  two  hundred  Spanish  dollars 
to  government.  The  present 
chief  of  the  Jews  at  Algiers  is 
Mr.  Jacob  jCrav  Bacri.  The 
commerce  of  the  Algerine  Jews 
is  not  confined  to  Barbary,  but 
extends  to  all  parts  of  Italy, 
particularly  to  Leghorn.  The 
town  of  Algiers  is  large,  well 
watered,  the  streets  are  straight 
but  too  narrow,  the  Jiarbour  is 
small  but  commodious.  The 
country  around  is  beautiful, 
very  fertile,  abounding  with 
fruits,  and  victuals  are  in  good 
price.  Being  persuaded  of 
what  your  Society  may  advan- 


tageously do  if  its  interests 
and  proceedings  increase,  I 
shall  never  fail  to  do  all  in  my 
power  towards  informing  you 
of  what  may  be  conveniently 
necessary,  as  to  promote  in  some 
way  the  spiritual  happiness  of 
our  fellow  creatures  the  Jews 
in  these  Mediterranean  parts, 
where  they  are  most  crowded, 
and  live  in  the  darkest  state 
of  ignorance.  Here  I would 
make  some  observations  about 
their  present  state,  if  the  limits 
of  a letter  could  allow  me  it. 
But  I advance  to  you  with 
pleasure,  that  the  Jews  of  this 
present  time  are  not  so  perti- 
nacious as  they  wete  in  times 
past,  and  that  when  once  con- 
verted to  Christianity,  they 
prove  good  pious  characters, 
the  most  active  members  of  the 
church  of  Christ ; and  in  Bar- 
bary, and  in  the  Levant,  are 
well  fitted  to  promote  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  their 
late  fellows  and  brethren  the 
Jews:  of  this  we  have  good 
example  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Murtheim,  of  Mr.  Sham,  Cava- 
peteti,  and  many  others,  who 
are  so  happily  employed  in 
the  promotion  of  the  common 
cause,  in  different  parts  of 
Africa  and  Asia,  and  in  the 
islands  ; but  more  particularly 
Mr.  Murtheim,  so  useful  a 
member  of  the  Christian  faith, 
and  who  was  persuaded  to  the 
truth,  as  you  probably  know, 
through  the  means  of  your  So- 
ciety. I beg  leave  therefore  to 
desire  that  the  benevolent  So- 
ciety would  continue  to  help 
these  our  countries  with  its  pub- 
lications, correspondence,  and 
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new  information,  that  we  may 
co-operate  with  you  in  behalf  of 
the  Jews  spread  all  over  these 
regions.  There  is  nothing  to  be 
expected,  I am  sure,  from  any 
other  country,  except  from 
that  happy  Christian  empire  of 
England.  I hope  the  interests 
of  the  Society  will  increase, 
and  a number  of  Auxiliary  So- 
cieties be  formed  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  ; the  same 
may  be  formed  also  on  the  con- 
tinent, so  as  to  increase  the  un- 
dertakings. Send  me,  by  the  first 
opportunity,  tracts  and  other 
publications  of  the  Society  ; I 
have  nothing  just  now  in  hand. 
I disposed  of  every  thing  I had 
with  me  belonging  to  you,  and  I 
hope  in  a satisfactory  way  to 
the  Society.  W e should  like  to 
see  published  altogether  the 
Four  Gospels ; as  those  of  Mat- 
thew and  Mark  were  approved 
very  much  in  the  Levant,  where 
they  never  saw  such  publica- 
tions in  the  Hebrew  language. 
My  dear  friend,  excuse  me  if  I 
do  not  write  good  English  ; I 
have  no  practice  at  all  of  this 
language  at  this  present  time. 
Be  so  good  as  to  present  my 
affectionate  respects  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  when 
you  meet.  When  we  meet  here, 
in  our  religious  conferences 
with  our  Christian  friends,  we 
never  omit  to  wish  and  pray 
to  the  Most  High  that  he  may 
increase  the  zeal  and  ardour  in 
those  generous  Societies  esta- 
blished in  England,  namely, 
for  spreading  the  Holy  Bible 
throughout  the  world,  for  send- 
ing Missionaries  among  the 
nations,  and  yours  for  promot- 


ing Christianity  amongst  the 
Jewish  people,  who  were  once 
the  elected  nation,  the  people  of 
God ; that  they  may  see  the 
truth,  perceive  the  eternal  light 
of  the  gospel,  and  receive  Jesus 
Christ  their  prophesied  Saviour, 
our  only  hope  and  Mediator. 
A Jew  from  Tedoest,  an  ancient 
town  in  the  province  of  Hea,  in 
the  Morocco  empire,  with  whom 
I am  often  here,  and  to  whom 
I gave  some  of  your  tracts,  and 
the  two  gospels  printed  by  the 
Society,  assures  me,  that  a little 
exertion  paid  in  his  country 
by  some  good  active  man, 
could  produce  great  profit  to 
that  people.  Tedoest  contains 
about  Jive  hundred  dwellings , 
and  is  the  capital  of  the  province. 
It  was  entirely  destroyed  about 
the  beginning  of  the  last  century, 
and  built  again  by  the  Jews, 
and  now  ( which  is  very  parti- 
cular,)  is  inhabited  only  by 
this  people.  The  Tedoestine 
here  with  us,  I am  in  hope, 
is  not  far  from  discovering  the 
Gospel  truths,  and  embracing 
publicly  God  J esus,  the  anointed 
Saviour  and  the  true  Messiah. 

I remain,  with  sincere  esteem, 
Dear  Sir, 

Y our  most  affectionate, 
Cleardo  Naudi. 

Rev.  C.  S.  Hawtrey. 

HEBREW  TESTAMENT. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in 
announcing,  that  the  Committee 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  being  satisfied  that 
a door  is  opening  for  the  dis* 
persion  of  the  Hebrew  New 
Testament  amongst  the  J ews  on 
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the  continent,  have  purchased 
of  the  London  Society,  one 
thousand  copies  of  the  Hebrew 
Gospels  and  Acts,  with  an  in- 
tention of  sending  them  to  Po- 
land, to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  numerous  Israelites  resident 
in  that  country.  Assuredly  they 
will  be  followed  with  the  ear- 
nest prayers  of  all  who  wish 


well  to  the  cause,  that  God 
may  fulfil  his  own  promise, 
and  grant  that  “ H is  word  may 
not  return  unto  him  void,  but 
that  it  may  prosper  in  the  thing 
whereto  he  sent  it.”  We  trust 
our  readers  will  make  this  a 
daily  subject  of  their  petitions 
at  the  throne  of  grace. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  LONDON  SOCIETY 

AUXILIARIES. 


Cambridge,  remitted  by  Mrs.  Dornford 25  0 0 

Howden  Ladies’  - - Mr.  Coates 7 0 0 

London  Ladies*  - - Miss  E.  Rivington  53  12  2£ 

Manchester  Ladies’  - Mrs.  S.  Dixon 86  16  0 

Norwich  Ladies’  - - Miss  H.  S.  Hancock 120  0 0 

PENNY  SOCIETIES. 

Barton  under  Needwood,  remitted  by  Rev.  J.  Fisher  ... ......  36  7 0 

Derby  Ladies*  - Miss  M.  Cox 73  3 4 

Lynn per  Westminster  Auxiliary . . 2 0 0 

Thorne  -----  Miss  E,  Benson 2 3 4 

Tiverton  -----  Miss  M.  Ware 2 0 0 

CONGREGATIONAL  COLLECTION. 

Chaddenden  Church,  Rev.  G.  Howard 3 2 0 

HEBREW  TESTAMENT. 

Edinburgh  Bible  Society,  Third  Donation  100  0 0 

BENEFACTIONS. 

Anonymous,  by  letter,  with  Exeter  penny  post  mark if)  0 0 

A.  B.  per  Messrs.  Hoare 2 2 0 

Jews’ box,  per  Mr.  Seeley 2 10  7 

Sundry  Contributions,  per  Miss  Wells 1 9 0 

Simeon,  Rev.  J 5 5 0 


SCHOOL  FUND. 


Rev.  G.  Knight.. - 

Mr.  Maber ... . 

Mrs.  Marsden 

Hope,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hawtrey  

Mrs.  Balance 

H.  W.  Hitchcock. Annual 

H.  W.  H Don. 

E.  W.  S Don. 

Episcopal  Jews’  Chapel,  Ladies’  Penny  Society,  first  quarter. .. . 
Boxes 


1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 2 0 
5 5 0 

5 5 0 
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